
Local Affairs and Policy Pulse
Dave Daniels
WFBF District 1 Director

The Local Affairs Chairperson 
in each county Farm Bureau is an 
incredibly important role. 

This individual will be a resource 
for local members when a local 
issue arises and will bring issues to 
the county Farm Bureau Board’s 

attention. 
Steve Boe in the Governmental Relations division is 

spearheading this at the state level. He is able to define, 
through public reports, subjects that may be pertinent to the 
farming community in that local area. 

Each week, Steve Boe generates an email called the Local 
Affairs Report that identifies agricultural issues that are 
happening throughout District 1. 

The county contacts are the local point of contact for 
WFBF. The county Local Affairs Chairperson will play a 
pivotal role in engaging Farm Bureau at the local level and 
creating a strong Farm Bureau presence with local units of 
government. 

Here is a listing of current Local Affairs Chairpersons in 
District 1 and phone numbers.

• Jefferson County: Sue Marx, 262.582.3020
• Kenosha County: Ben Harbach, 262.945.7949
  Wes Hawkins, 262.620.8984
• Ozaukee County: Bob Roden, 262.689.1037
• Racine County: Scott Davel, 608.234.7047 
• Washington County: Randy Thull, 262.483.8204
• Waukesha County: Dave Swan, 262.691.0471

If any local issues come up, please contact your county 
Local Affairs Chairperson to see if Farm Bureau can help you. 

Recently, the WFBF governmental relations team also 
started sending a Policy Pulse email communication. 

This email, crafted with the help pf the public relations 
team, will keep you informed on how our policies, adopted 
at the December annual meeting, are being reflected in 
legislative bills.

Both of these projects, the local affairs committees and 
policy pulse email, were developed to keep you, as members, 
informed of local, state and federal issues.
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District 1 News

WFBF State Committees and District 1 Members Who Serve
The Wisconsin Farm Bureau has a variety of state committees that 

include members from District 1. 
Below is a description of the different committees along with who from 

District 1 is on the committee.
 

Dairy Committee
The Dairy Committee is advisory to the WFBF Board of Directors. 

This committee reviews issues and activities at the state and national level 
effecting Wisconsin’s dairy industry. Committee members are appointed 
for one-year terms and may not serve more than four consecutive terms. 

District 1 members on the Dairy committee include Rick Roden from 
Ozaukee County and Carl Wolf from Washington County. 

Dairy Growth Management Committee
At the January 2021 WFBF Board of Directors meeting, the board 

approved a special committee: Dairy Growth Management. 
District 1 is represented by Mark Mayer from Ozaukee County on the 

Dairy Growth Management Committee. 

Policy Development Committee 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation’s policy is established by farmers 

through a structured policy development process. Suggestions come from 
our members who propose and vote on them at county Farm Bureau 
annual meetings. From there the policies are advanced to the state Policy 
Development Committee, and then delegate members vote on the 
proposals at the WFBF Annual Meeting.

The Policy Development Committee is referred to in the WFBF by-laws 
and is not advisory to the WFBF Board of Directors. The committee is 
charged with developing the proposed public policy for consideration by 
the voting delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting. The committee reports 
to the delegates at the WFBF Annual Meeting instead of the WFBF Board 
of Directors. 

District 1 members on the Policy Development Committee include: 
Renee Schaal from Racine County, Bob Nash from Ozaukee County 
representing the YFA Committee, and Dave Daniels from Kenosha 
County representing the WFBF Board of Directors and is the committee 
chair as Vice President of the WFBF Board of Directors. 

Promotion and Education Committee
The committee is a dynamic group of Farm Bureau leaders who 

develop, implement and promote programs that build agricultural 
awareness and provide leadership development to the agricultural 
community. They are passionate about sharing their agriculture store and 
ultimately providing agricultural education for school-age students and 
adults of all ages. 

The committee assists in hosting the annual Ag in the Classroom essay 
contest and helps select the Book of the Year. The committee also has 
a ‘Playbook,’ which provides resources and event ideas to county Farm 
Bureaus. The committee also helps plan the Ag LEAD Summit in odd 
years or the IGNITE Conference in even years. 

Kathy Muth from Washington County is on the Promotion and 
Education Committee. 

Legislative and Political Action Committee 
This committee is really two committees combined into one. 
The Volunteers for 

Agriculture® (VFA) 
committee is a legally 
constituted political 
action committee 
established by WFBF. 
The committee 
operates under 
by-laws established 
by the WFBF Board 
of Directors. The 
committee is charged 
with increasing the 
political involvement 
of the agricultural 
community. This 
includes identifying and 
supporting candidates for state office that are determined to be Friends of 
Agriculture. 

The Legislative Committee is advisory to the WFBF Board of Directors. 
The committee reviews issues and activities at the state and national level 
effecting Wisconsin agriculture. 

District 1 members on the VFA Committee include Ben Harbach from 
Kenosha County and Peter Muth from Washington County. 

Young Farmer and Agriculturist Committee
The Young Farmer and Agriculturist program is for members 18-35 

years old. The YFA program offers opportunities for leadership and skill 
development, along with the opportunity to meet and network with peers. 
The committee coordinates the YFA contests that include: Discussion 
Meet and Excellence in Ag competition. Additionally, the committee 
plans the YFA Conference. 

Bob Nash from Ozaukee County represents District 1 on the YFA 
Committee and is the chair-elect, meaning he will be the YFA Committee 
chair beginning in December.

Did you know that as a voting member, 
you can make a $10 contribution to 
VFA when you pay your annual Farm 
Bureau dues? If you choose not to 
contribute, you simply subtract $10 
from the amount on the line marked 
‘total’. 

Per Wisconsin law, the name and address 
of anyone who makes a contribution 
are reported to the Wisconsin Ethics 
Commission and is public record. 
Contributions are voluntary and not 
deductible for income tax purposes.

District Essay Contest Winner Announced
Kathy Muth
Promotion and Education Committee Member

This year’s essay contest topic was ‘How have Wisconsin soybean 
farmers fueled Wisconsin’s economy?’ The essay contest was open to 
fourth- and fifth-grade students and essays were due to each county 
coordinator by April 1. 

In District 1, four counties had essay contest participants. Jefferson 
County had 40 entries, Ozaukee County had 10 entries, Racine County 
had 41 entries, Washington County had 44 entries and Waukesha 

County had four entries. Each county judged the 
entries and provided me with the name of the county 
winner. From there, I had a committee select the 
district winner and it was forwarded to the state for 
consideration to be the state winning essay. 

The District 1 winning essay was written by Grace Hying from North 
Cape School in Franksville. See her winning essay in the Racine County 
portion of this newsletter. Stay tuned, next year’s essay contest topic and 
book of the year will be available this summer. 

For more information, visit www.wisagclassroom.org.
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Virtual Ag Day at the Capitol, A Success

This year’s annual Ag Day at the Capitol was a little different, 
it was held virtually on March 24. 

Legislative briefings took place from 9 to 11 a.m. The topics 
that were discussed included broadband funding, dairy processor 
grants, producer-led watershed grant funding, farmland 
preservation, labeling laws, meat processing, transportation 
funding, wildlife and more. 

Following the briefings, each county met with legislators. 
Farm Bureau members talked about many different topics with 
their legislators. Some of the topics included the producer-led 
watershed program, food labeling, meat processor grant program, 
water quality, cover crops, broadband internet access, farmland 
preservation and raw milk. 

The Farm Bureau members and legislators had a great 
discussion. It’s important to know your legislators and contact 
them to share your opinions about legislation. 

If you don’t know who you legislator is, you can find out by 
visiting wfbf.com/policy/take-action. Near the bottom you will 
see an area to find your legislator. You type in your address to 
find who represents you at the state and federal levels.
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Upcoming Meetings 
We hope that you will be able to join us for the 

upcoming meetings. Raise your voice and help 
develop policies that will be voted on at the county 
Annual Meeting and passed on to the state level for 
potential consideration into the WFBF Policy Book. 

National resolutions also are passed on to the 
American Farm Bureau level. 

County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Wednesday, Aug. 25
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: Insight FS, 213 E. Puerner Street, Jefferson

County Annual Meeting 
Date: Sunday, Sept. 26
Time:  Registration: 6 p.m., Dinner: 6:30 p.m., 
 Business meeting to follow
Location:  Fairview Inn, 711 W. Racine Street #1, 

Jefferson
RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a 

postcard invite with final details.

For more information, please contact a county 
Farm Bureau board member.

Essay Contest Winner Announced
By Lindsay Baneck, Essay Contest Coordinator 

Farm Bureau’s Ag in the 
Classroom program sponsors 
an essay contest each year 
for fourth- and fifth-grade 
students in Wisconsin.

Essay submissions were 
judged on content, grammar, 
spelling and neatness.

The contest is sponsored 
by Wisconsin Soybean Association, We Energies, 
Wisconsin Soybean Marketing Board and the 
Wisconsin Farm Bureau Foundation.

Jefferson County selects the top three essays and 
submits the winning entry to the district competition, 
where the district winner then advances to the state 
level. 

Forty entries were submitted in Jefferson County. 
This year the winning essay was written by fourth-

grade student Brooklyn Hoth from Johnson Creek 
Elementary School.

Have you ever seen a field of soybeans and wondered what they were for? Well 
farmers are fueling Wisconsin’s economy with soybeans in many ways such as 
animal feed, food that humans can eat any many other products.

One way farmers are fueling Wisconsin’s economy with soybeans is that they 
are putting the high protein source into animal feed. For example, farmers will 
put soybeans into cow food. They will roast the soybeans, ground them up, and 
mix it with their daily feed. This gives it high protein. Not only will animals eat 
soybeans, but humans will as well. 

Another way Wisconsin farmers are fueling Wisconsin’s economy with 
soybeans is that they will sell it to food companies to make into food we 
normally eat. For example, soybean oil is commonly used in salad dressings. 
One salad dressing that has soy would be Caesar salad dressing. Not only can 
soy be used in food, it has many other uses. 

Finally, Wisconsin farmers are fueling Wisconsin’s economy with soybeans 
by using it in everyday things. For example, most people use a vehicle everyday. 
Guess what? Your seat cushions in your car may have soy in them. You can 
find soy in paint, fire extinguisher foam and you can even have soy in your 
clothes! If you don’t believe me, Henry Ford made a suit out of soy protein sewed 
together. I think that is cool!

So in conclusion, Wisconsin farmers are fueling Wisconsin’s economy with 
soybeans every harvest. They plant, fertilize, and harvest one of the most protein-
packed crops that fuels Wisconsin’s economy. The next time you see a soybean 
field, you now know how important they are in our lives.

Fair Volunteers Needed
Gather your friends. Your help is needed in the 

Jefferson County Farm Bureau Cream Puff Stand 
at the Jefferson County Fair on July 7-11.

We have three shifts per day: 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
2-6 p.m., 6-10 p.m. Many hands make light 
work. 

The money raised in the stand is used for 
scholarships. If you can help fill the schedule, 
please contact Mary Mess at 920.248.1967. We look forward to hearing from you to help 
make our stand a success. 

Watch the Jefferson County Fair Facebook page and website for the latest update on the 
Jefferson County Fair.

Service to Agriculture Award, Nominations Open 
The Jefferson County Farm Bureau board of 

directors is now accepting nominations for the 
Service to Agriculture Award. 

The award was created to recognize those who 
are leaders while demonstrating a commitment to 
agriculture. 

The award is sponsored by the Jefferson County 
Farm Bureau and the winner will be announced at 
the Jefferson County Farm Bureau annual meeting 
held in September. 

Any person(s) who has exhibited leadership in the promotion of agriculture in Jefferson 
County is eligible. Selection will be made by these standards: focus on agriculture or rural 
issues; importance of an accurate message about agriculture; promotion of Jefferson County 
agriculture production; and educate the public about the importance of agriculture.

For a nomination form, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/jefferson. Nomination forms are 
due by Aug. 15. If you have questions or want help, please contact Melissa Gross at  
mgross43@yahoo.com.

Jefferson County wfbf.com/about/counties/jefferson
JeffersonCountyFarmBureau

Brooklyn’s winning essay.
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Upcoming Meetings 
We hope that you will be able to join us for the 

upcoming meetings. Raise your voice and help develop 
policies that will be voted on at the county Annual 
Meeting and passed on to the state level for potential 
consideration into the WFBF policy book. 

National resolutions also are passed on to the 
American Farm Bureau level. 

County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Tuesday, Aug. 24
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Location: Birchwood Grill, 7515 125th Avenue, Kenosha

County Annual Meeting
Date: Tuesday, Sept. 21
Time: Registration: 6:30 p.m.; Dinner: 7 p.m., 
 Business meeting to follow
Location: Birchwood Grill, 7515 125th Avenue, Kenosha

RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a postcard 
invite with the final details.

For more information, please contact a county Farm 
Bureau board member.

County Hosts 2021 Dairy Drive-Thru 
The Kenosha County Dairy Promotion is excited to be hosting an event this year. 

They are easing back into their regularly scheduled dairy promotions by doing a Dairy 
Drive-Thru. 

The event will be from 9 a.m. to 12 noon on Saturday, June 19, at Weis-Way Acres, 
the Dan and Marie Weis family farm. 

Attendees will remain in their cars and can experience seeing farm machinery and 
housing for the dairy animals that will be eating and relaxing in the pasture. The event is 
free. 

You will receive a gift bag with dairy information, a carton of milk, string cheese, a 
Culver’s gift certificate and a hot, grilled-cheese sandwich. 

For more information, visit the Kenosha County Dairy Promotion Facebook page or 
contact 262.203.1064 or kenoshacountydairypromo@gmail.com.

Say cheese.

Grain Bin Rescue Training Held
Kenosha County Farm Bureau, along with Racine 

County Farm Bureau and other organizations, donated 
money towards a Grain Bin Rescue Training. The 
training was held in March. 

For more information and photos, see the Racine 
County section of this newsletter.

Kenosha County wfbf.com/about/counties/kenosha
KenoshaCountyFarmBureau

Milwaukee County wfbf.com/about/counties/milwaukee

Upcoming Meetings 
We hope that you can join us for 

the county Annual Meeting. Raise 
your voice and help develop policies 
that will be voted on at the county 
annual meeting and passed on to the 
state level for potential consideration 
into the WFBF policy book. 

National resolutions also are 
passed to the American Farm Bureau 
level.

 
County Annual Meeting
Date: Monday, Sept. 13
Time: Dinner: 6 p.m., business 
meeting to follow

RSVPs are required, watch your 
mailbox for a postcard invite with 
the final details.

County Achieves Early Bird Goal
Milwaukee County was among four District 1 counties who achieved 

the new voting goal. 
The initial deadline was March 31, but was moved back based on 

county input. If counties achieved the goal by March 31, then they got $1,500. If counties achieved the goal 
by April 30, they got $1,000.

The county achieved the early bird goal, giving the county an extra $1,000 for programming or donations.

A 170-Year Tradition  
Continues

The Wisconsin State Fair is scheduled for 
Aug. 5-15, is celebrating its 170th year. There is 
something for everyone when it comes to the 
Wisconsin State Fair. Great music, food, animals, 
vendors, 4-H exhibits, rides and so much more. 

For more information, visit  
wistatefair.com/fair/home.
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Racine County wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Upcoming Meetings 
We hope that you will be able to join us for the upcoming 

meetings. Raise your voice and help develop policies that will be voted 
on at the county Annual Meeting and passed on to the state level for 
potential consideration into the WFBF policy book. 

National resolutions also are passed on to the American Farm 
Bureau level. 

County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Tuesday, Aug. 10
Time: 7 p.m.
Location: River City Lanes, 730 Cornerstone Crossing, Waterford

County Annual Meeting
Date: Tuesday, Sept. 14
Time:  Registration: 6:30 p.m.; Dinner: 7 p.m.,  

Business meeting to follow
Location: River City Lanes, 730 Cornerstone Crossing, Waterford

RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a postcard invite with 
the final details.

For more information, please contact a county Farm Bureau board 
member for additional information on meetings. 

Hying Wins District Essay Contest
By Mindy Crayton, Essay Contest Coordinator

Grace Hying from North Cape School is the 
winning essay contest writer for both Racine 
County and District 1. Her winning essay will 
be judged at the state level. This year, Racine 
County received a total of 41 essay contest 
entries.

Grace’s winning essay.

What Are Soybeans?

Wisconsin has 11,000 soybeans growers enriching our way of 
life. Soybeans were brought from China in 1765 and are grown 
throughout the United States. In Wisconsin, soybeans are planted 
in April through May and harvested in September through October. 

I learned the soybeans turn yellow to brown. Brown means that 
the soybeans are ready. A combine takes down the soybeans so they 
are ready for us to use. Soybeans can make different kinds of food 
such as soy sauce, flour, crackers, miso, tofu, soy nuts, soy milk, 
oil, cheese, and salad dressings. Soybeans can also make different 
things you can use and/or play with. They are soaps, paint, 
crayons, adhesives, fertilizers, protective coatings, cosmetics, lotions, 
plastics, and other products. Did you know that one acre of soybeans 
can make 82,368 crayons? I bet you didn’t know that. Also more 
than 90 percent of American daily newspapers use soybeans as well. 

Finally, soybeans can make someone a lot of money. Soy is the 
leading United States agricultural export, valued at more than 23 
million dollars. I hope you learned something about soybeans.

YFA Committee Commits to Adopt-A-Highway
By Kayla Wilson, YFA Chair

The young farmer and agriculturist 
committee is participating in the Adopt-A-
Highway program and is responsible for the 
littler control on Highway K from Gunderson 
Road to Highway S. 

Wisconsin’s Department of Transportation 

Adopt-A-Highway program is the official 
coordination system for generous volunteer 
efforts that remove trash, recyclables and litter 
from roughly 11,800 miles of state, federal and 
interstate highways. 

Adopt-A-Highway helps reduce litter, builds 
statewide support for the anti-litter and highway 
beautification programs, educates the traveling 

public to properly dispose of litter, and enhances 
the environment and beautifies Wisconsin’s 
roadsides. 

We are committed to picking up littler on 
this road at least three times per year between 
April 1 and November 1. 

If you want to help, please contact me at 
262.208.6401.

Racine County YFA is hoping to honor those 
who serve or served in the military and are also 
involved in agriculture. If you know of anyone, 
please email kjkastenson@gmail.com with their 
name, branch of military and affiliation to 
agriculture. 

In May, Kallie Jo Coates, Joe Mealy and Caitlyn Eulgen cleaned up the road.
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Racine County wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau

Grain Bin Rescue Training Held
Racine County Farm Bureau donated towards the Grain Bin Rescue 

Training held at Ehrhart Farms, Inc. Forty-three members from nine fire 
departments in Racine and Kenosha counties, as well as local farmers 
and agricultural workers, attended the event. Multiple scenarios were 
conducted. 

Firefighters practiced extricating a trapped victim inside of a grain bin.

Fire and rescue personal used various extrication tools to remove a 
victim entangled in an auger. Rescue personnel practiced using saws to 
cut holes in the side of a grain bin to allow the release of corn to free an 
entrapped victim.

It was great to be able to help our local fire departments learn more 
about rescues in the agricultural community. 

Cream Puff Stand Needs YOU
By Jeff Rice, Cream Puff Stand Chair

Volunteers are needed for the 
Racine County Fair Cream Puff 
Stand from Wednesday, July 28, to 
Sunday, Aug. 1. 

The Cream Puff Stand is our big 
fundraiser. The profits from the stand are given back to 
the community in the form of scholarships, essay contest 
winners, 4-H and FFA programs, library grants and local 
food pantries. 

To sign up, visit wfbf.com/about/counties/racine 
or contact Kelly Malchine at kmalchine@tds.net or 
262.895.7207 or 262.492.5925 (cell). Time slots each 
day run from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

We look forward to seeing you and thank you for your 
help. Watch the Racine County Fair Facebook page and 
website for the latest update on the Racine County Fair.

Two $1,000 Scholarships Awarded
By Julie Kastenson, Scholarship Committee Chair

The Racine County Farm Bureau has awarded two $1,000 scholarships to students 
continuing their education. Congratulations, Chase and Chloe.

Chase Pirocanac is the daughter of Nick and Joy 
Pirocanac and a graduate of Burlington High 
School. She is enrolled at UW-Whitewater where 
she is studying elementary education with a minor 
in special education.

Chloe Uhlenhake is the daughter of Ken and Judy 
Uhlenhake. She is a graduate of Burlington High 
School. She plans to attend Iowa State University 
and study agricultural business.
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Agriculture Ambassador Tours Local Businesses
By Chase Pirocanac, Agriculture Ambassador

I have been visiting different farms and 
agricultural businesses throughout my year as 
Agriculture Ambassador. 

As I travel throughout the county, I share 
what I learn on the Racine County Agriculture 
Ambassador Facebook page. Recently, the page 
reached more than 720 likes, which is awesome. 
I want to keep growing the page to share the 
good news about agriculture. 

In March, I visited Schaal Dairy Farm LLP. 
Brian and Renee Schaal gave me an awesome 
tour. I learned about the dairy production 
business and the background of the Schaal farm.

Brian and Renee grew up on dairy farms and 
some say their passion grew from there. They 
have extreme passions for agriculture through 
helping with Farm Bureau and dairy promotion. 
In 2016, the breakfast on the farm was held at 
their farm. 

On the tour Brian talked about how 

consumers don’t understand the demands of 
farming, it’s a 365 days a year job. It doesn’t 
matter what day it is; the cows still have to be 
milked two times a day. 

They ship the milk to Foremost Farms, which 
specializes in butter and cheese. If you want to 
support their farm, buy Jacks or Tombstone 
pizzas. 

In April, I visited Rice Family Farm. Jeff Rice 
is the first generation on his farm but the third 
generation on his family’s farm. He has been 
raising birds for 38 years and includes quail, 
partridge, pheasants and ducks. 

He got his interest in birds when he was in 
the Burlington Back 40 4-H Club, which my 
grandma helped start and I am in. My grandma 
let him use the club incubator to hatch chicks 
and he was hooked. He is self-taught and grew 
to learn perseverance. 

Jeff used to raise upwards of 25,000 birds. 
The birds are sold primarily from the farm and 
sold to help train dogs. Jeff says that you can 

support his business by putting food out for 
wild birds. 

A fun fact that Jeff shared was that wildlife, 
in general, will take care of you if you take care 
of it. He loves to watch the wild turkeys on his 
farm and he says they come around because he 
feeds them in the winter. 

I worked with Jeff on his farm during the 
summer putting up netting. He is one of the 
many people who gave me confidence to apply 
for the Agriculture Ambassador position. Jeff 
taught me about farming and how you can do 
anything you put your mind to. 

I enjoy my visits to farms and agriculture 
businesses throughout Racine County. Many 
people don’t realize the work that goes into 
making food, so it’s important to thank a farmer 
for the delicious food on our tables and also for 
the comfortable clothes we wear. 

To see where my next adventure will be, don’t 
forget to ‘like’ the Racine County Agriculture 
Ambassador Facebook page.

County Bowling Social, a Success
 The Racine County bowling social was a success. 

More than 70 members and their families attended. 
Many pizzas were served, and several games bowled. 

It was nice to get Farm Bureau family’s together for a 
much-needed night of socializing. 

The committee looks forward to having another 
social next year.

Thank you to Brian and Renee Schaal for giving me a 
great tour of your dairy farm.  I loved learning more about cows. Jeff Rice gave me an awesome tour of his farm. 

Racine County wfbf.com/about/counties/racine
RacineCountyFarmBureau
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Kastensons Win National Ag Day Contest 
Congratulations to Rick and Julie Kastenson who were chosen as 

the people’s choice winners for the National Ag Day ‘Nominate a 
Farmer’ contest. 

Rick and Julie Kastenson own and operate Kastenson Farms and 
Harry Hansen Meat Service with their children. 

Kastenson Farms grows crops, raises beef cattle and sells a straw 
product, Quick Straw, to local area garden stores. 

Harry Hansen Meat Service is a meat market and also does 
custom harvesting of beef, swine and sheep. 

Rick and Julie embody this year’s National Ag Day Theme, ‘Food 
Brings Everyone to the Table’ because they truly create a farm to fork 
experience on a daily basis. 

They grow crops and beef cattle, while owning and operating a 
local meat processing facility and meat market. 

They understand the many facets of agriculture and have a unique 
way to connect with those involved in agriculture and those who are 
not involved in the industry. 

At Harry Hansen Meat Service they share their knowledge to help 
those not in agriculture understand the product they are purchasing. 

Rick and Julie give a glimpse of farm-life to consumers and help 
them understand the product they are feeding to their families by 
answering questions and providing important information. 

Upcoming Meetings 
We hope that you will be able to 

join us for the upcoming meetings. 
Raise your voice and help develop 
policies that will be voted on at the 
county Annual Meeting and passed 
on to the state level for potential 
consideration into the WFBF 
policy book. 

National resolutions also are passed on to the American 
Farm Bureau level. 

County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Thursday, Aug. 26
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Watch your mailbox for a postcard with the meeting details. 
If you want to be on the ballot to be a delegate to the WFBF 
Annual Meeting, you must attend either the county or District 
1 Policy Development meeting. 

County Annual Meeting
Date: Tuesday, Oct. 5
Time: Registration: 6 p.m.; Dinner: 7 p.m.
 Business meeting to follow
Location: The Columbian, 3245 Lighthouse Lane, West Bend

RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a postcard 
invite with the final details.

For more information, please contact a county Farm Bureau 
board member.

200 Volunteers Needed for Fair Food Stand
By Mike Strupp, Fair Food Stand Co-Chair

It is time to start planning for the Washington County Fair, which is scheduled 
for July 20-25. We need approximately 200 volunteers to work in the food stand. 
As you know, this is the biggest fundraiser for the Washington County Farm 
Bureau. Money raised in the stand is used for scholarships and other programs. 

Those who volunteer will receive a fair pass to get into the fair, along with a 
complimentary sandwich, dessert and beverage before or after their shift.

As of this date, is it not known if masks will be required, but we will follow 
CDC and Washington County Health rules and regulations in the stand. 

You do not have to be a Farm Bureau member to work in the food stand. 
If you know anyone who is interested, please contact Mariann Gundrum at 
262.483.5114. Confirmation letters and volunteer passes will be mailed in June to 
those who volunteered in the past.

Thank you in advance for helping at this year’s fair. 
Watch the Washington County Fair Facebook page and website for the latest 

update on the Washington County Fair.

Washington County wfbf.com/about/counties/washington
WashingtonCountyFarmBureau

Volunteer Times

Tuesday, July 20 
3-7 p.m., 7 p.m.-close

Wednesday, July 21 | Thursday, July 22 | Friday, July 23 | Saturday, July 24
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 1:30-5 p.m., 5-8:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m.-close

Sunday, July 25
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 1:30-5 p.m., 5-8:30 p.m. 
Clean-up crew starting at 6:30 p.m.
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Washington County wfbf.com/about/counties/washington
WashingtonCountyFarmBureau

Cabrini Students Wins Essay Contest 
By Mariann Gundrum, Essay Contest Coordinator 

Washington County fourth- 
and fifth-grade students wrote 
essays with the topic, ‘How 
have Wisconsin soybean 
farmers fueled Wisconsin’s 
economy?’ 

The book of the year, 
donated by Washington 
County Farm Bureau to all 
schools, was titled, “Full of 
Beans: Henry Ford Grows a 
Car” written by Peggy Thomas 
and illustrated by Edwin 
Fotheringham.

 Students learned that soybeans can be used in many ways including food, 
animal feed, energy and more. The book also shares how Henry Ford used 
soybeans in cars and his clothes.

Our top three winners were from St. Frances Cabrini School in West Bend. 
Congratulations to Evan Falkowski, first place; April Roeber, second place; and 
Lena Popp, third place. These students were awarded prizes and are invited to 
attend Washington County Farm Bureau’s annual meeting to share their essays.

Voting Membership Goal Achieved
By Mike Strupp, Membership Committee Chair

With the efforts of our membership committee, we were able to reach 
our new voting goal for the 2020-2021 year. We reached our goal of 30 
new voting members and will receive $1,000 from WFBF.

The incentive program was extended this year due to the low number of 
counties signing up members. As of March 31, only 12 counties reached 
their goal so the state decided to extend membership through April 30.

The counties that reached their goal by March 31 received $1,500 and 

counties that reached their goal by April 30 received $1,000.
Thank you to the following members who helped with the membership 

campaign: Ken Falk and George Muth who both signed two new 
members; Allen Dornacker who signed three new members; Scott 
Schreffler who signed four new members; and Mike Strupp who signed 10 
new members.

Thank you to our Rural Mutual Insurance agents who also signed new 
members. 

Thanks again for your help. It is greatly appreciated.

Ag LEAD Summit Held Virtually
By Jane Craig, Waukesha County Farm Bureau Board Member

The 2021 Ag LEAD Summit was held virtually in March. Although 
in-person gatherings are generally preferred, the planning and execution of 
the event was exceptional. 

The opening and closing presentations by Paul Wesselmann, The 
Ripples Guy, offered humor and hope for the future and also resources 
for participants to explore after the summit. Another keynote speaker, 
Hannah Thompson-Weeman, addressed the future of agriculture and the 
breakout sessions centered on Leadership, Engagement, Advocacy and 
Development. 

The workshops that I chose to take part in were Ag in the Classroom: 
COVID Style by Darlene Arneson; Introduction to the Enneagram and 
You by Derek Orth; and The Gift of Time by James L. Schneider. 

The Ag in the Classroom online resources make it possible to provide 
education and promotion opportunities even though in-person events are 
limited due to COVID-19. 

To learn more, visit  
www.wisagclassroom.org. 

The Introduction to 
the Enneagram and You 
offered participants a quick assessment process to identify their personal 
Enneagram number, innate personality, core fears and desires or needs to 
improve personal growth and leadership and relationship skills. 

For more information, visit www.yourenneagramcoach.com. 
Practical and easy to use time management tips and techniques were 

presented in The Gift of Time session. Making the common ‘To Do’ list 
for each day, numbering the top three most important items and when 
possible completing the ‘worst’ or most important first was suggested to 
give a sense of accomplishment even if the items on the list don’t get done. 
In the end, better time management won’t give you more time, but rather 
will make you feel better about how you use your time. 

Thanks and congratulations to those who planned, executed and 
participated in a very successful Ag LEAD Summit.
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Congratulations to our top three essay writers Lena Popp, 
April Roeber and Evan Falkowski.

How Have Wisconsin Soybean Farmers 
Fueled Wisconsin’s Economy? 

Why are Soybeans Life to Farmers? Soybeans have 
hundreds of uses. Did you know they are used to make 
things, like crayons, clothes, plastic, paint, and gas? 
Due to their many uses they are in high demand. When 
farmers grow them they can make a sustainable income on 
an annual basis. 

The Man Behind it All. Henry Ford was the man who 
changed farming forever. When he was young his mother 
told him, “Do something useful in life.” Henry built a 
tractor out of spare car parts and he called it the Fordson. 
Henry and his lab partner Robert Boyer also found most of 
soybeans uses like gas, paint, and fabric. Henry changed 
a small bean into a major crop and he really did change 
farming forever. 

Wisconsin Farmers Today. Today in Wisconsin people 
still grow soybeans but they use them in different ways. 
Farmers grow corn one year and then soybeans the next 
to keep the ground fertile. Farmers supply soybeans 
to manufacturers as a resource to fuel the Wisconsin 
economy. Farmers in Wisconsin don’t grow soybeans just 
to make a living but they grow them to fuel the economy.

Evan’s winning essay.
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Upcoming Meetings 
We hope that you will be able to join us for the upcoming 

meetings. Raise your voice and help develop policies that will 
be voted on at the county Annual Meeting and passed on 
to the state level for potential consideration into the WFBF 
policy book. 

National resolutions also are passed on to the American 
Farm Bureau level. 

County Policy Development Meeting
Date: Thursday, Aug. 5
Time: 7 p.m.

County Annual Meeting
Date: Sunday, Sept. 12
Time:  Registration: 11:30 a.m.; Lunch: 12 noon, 
 Business meeting to follow
Location: Delafield Brewhaus, 3832 Hillside Drive, Delafield

RSVPs are required, watch your mailbox for a postcard 
invite with the final details.

For more information, please contact a county Farm 
Bureau board member.

June 30 Deadline for Scholarships 
By Ken Rosenow, Scholarship Committee Chair

The Waukesha County Farm Bureau will again offer 
scholarships to outstanding local students pursuing higher 
education in 2021. 

As we have done during the past several years, the 
Waukesha County Farm Bureau will award a number of 
scholarships for deserving college and technical school 
students. The number of scholarships and the value of each 
have varied during the last several years because of the generosity of Waukesha 
County Farm Bureau Board of Directors and the importance they place on the next 
generation. 

Applicants must fill out an application, essay, recent photo and two letters of 
recommendation by June 30. This deadline will not be extended. 

The application is available on the Waukesha County Farm Bureau website at 
wfbf.com/about/counties/waukesha or contact Ken Rosenow at 262.227.6298 or 
ken@cedarhomefarms.com. 

Each year this scholarship program is becoming more popular, so be sure to 
submit your applications on time. We look forward to receiving many applications 
again this year.

Reminder: application deadline is June 30.

Kaylei Schoof Wins County Essay Contest 
By Ryan Brueggemann, Essay Contest Coordinator 

Fifth-grade student Kaylei Schoof, daughter of Bill and Michelle, won the essay 
contest. She is a student at St. Joseph Parish School in Big Bend. The essay contest 
topic was, ‘How have Wisconsin soybean farmers fueled Wisconsin’s economy?’ 

Kaylei’s winning essay. 

Soybeans

Soybeans have played a huge role in American and Wisconsin 
agriculture, such as in food, history, and transportation. Some people may 
think soybeans are just for animal food, but they can be used for much more. 

Soybeans were used to make something many people wouldn’t think of 
when they think of soybeans! Starting in 1896 with the encouragement of 
George Washington Carver, the United States Department of Agriculture 
started experimenting with soybeans. Henry Ford, who had a strong interest 
in agriculture, encouraged his car designers to utilize soybeans. By the 
early 1940s, the Ford motor company used soybean oil instead of petroleum 
to make some of the plastic in their cars. In 1941, Ford was able to make a 
“soybean car” with body panels made from soybean plastic. The car was never 
mass-produced but proved the capability of soybeans. There are also uses for 
soybeans that have to do with food. 

People use soybeans for food sources also. People who are allergic to milk 
drink soybean milk. Some vegetarian meat is made from soybeans. 
Another popular use of soybeans is for making printing ink. Soybeans can 
replace traditional oil-based ink, with more environmentally friendly ink. 
Soybeans are also used to replace wax crayons. The soybeans industry even 
broke a record!

The United States is the largest producer of soybeans in the world. Most 
planted crops like wheat and corn remove nitrogen from the soil. Soybeans 
are able to remove nitrogen from the air and place it in the soil. That is 
important because soybeans need lots of nitrogen to grow. 

Overall soybeans are used for much more than animal feed. Soybean 
history plays a big role in Wisconsin and United States history. The 
production of soybeans is important because soybeans are used in things 
that we use every day.

March 31 Membership Goal Met
By Lloyd Williams, Membership Committee Co-Chair

Thanks to the dedicated volunteers, Waukesha County 
achieved the early bird membership goal by March 31 and 
earned $1,500. 

Also, thank you to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau for the 
generous incentive to encourage our county to achieve the 
goal. 

The $1,500 is very much appreciated to help us with 
implementing programs throughout the year. 

We want to welcome our new members to the Waukesha 
County Farm Bureau. We look forward to working with you 
this year. We also want to remind you of the many benefits of 
being a Farm Bureau member, including the discounts with 
select partners. 

Without you, we are nothing. We want to thank you for 
being a Farm Bureau member and encourage you to renew 
your membership dues each year. 

We are extremely grateful for what we have. We couldn’t 
be happier in our farming community that values tradition, 
education, leadership, dedication to hard work and pulls our 
agriculture community together when you need it most. We 
are glad you are a Farm Bureau member. 

Thank you to the membership volunteers who were busy 
signing new members including: Jay Moore, Tom Oberhaus, 
Rob Schuett and myself. 

Jay Moore signed 13 new members. 
Membership volunteers who sign up five or more new 

members by Sept. 30, will be a part of the Farm Bureau 
Proud Club and recognized at the WFBF Annual Meeting in 
December. 

For more information on how to join or to find a listing of 
the member benefits, visit wfbf.com/membership.
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Visit RuralMutual.com to find safety resources, 
learn about insurance trends, request a quote and 

find a local agent. 

GROWING FARM SAFETY TRADITIONS
Rural Mutual has been protecting 
farms across Wisconsin for over 

85 years. We believe in protecting 
the families and children in our 
farming communities through 

farm safety initiatives. 


