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Hello, District 2 Farm
Bureau member.
I hope that you are doing
well. As I write this, it’s
great to see more events,
activities and meetings
being planned and held

in-person.
It sure has been a long and challenging journey
these past 16 months since the beginning of the
pandemic. The near future is looking much better.
This year, our WFBF Board of Directors has met
a few times in-person with a virtual option. The rest
of our meetings, training sessions and collaborations
with other organizations have been held virtually.
Hopefully, most of the meetings can be held
in-person soon.
Ag Day at the Capitol was held virtually on
March 24. It wasn’t the same as being there
in-person, but it worked fairly well. Although, some
counties did experience some technical difficulties.
Our WFBF Board of Directors decided to create
a Dairy Growth Management Committee. It will
be made up of representatives of each of the nine
districts. This idea came to the board as an internal
resolution during the WFBF Annual Meeting from
several counties.
We addressed some issues facing the meat
processing industry that was brought forth by quite
a few county Farm Bureaus. Ensuring producer and
processor viability into the future, and reducing
unnecessary regulations are major issues. We plan on
having presenters at our meetings and ask members
to come forward with their concerns.
The YFA Conference and WFBF Annual
Meeting, barring any further spikes in the
pandemic or other unforeseen circumstances, are
being planned as an in-person event this coming
December. This past year, because of COVID-19,
it was held virtually for the first, and hopefully last,
time. It will be great to see everyone again.
I hope you, your families, livestock and crops are
doing well. Stay safe. See you soon.
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AFBF Promotion and Education Update
Andrea Brossard

District 2 Representative and AFBF Promotion and Education Vice Chair

Advancing valued programs and
tools that help farmers and ranchers
succeed in business and leadership.
The Promotion and Education
Committee continues to fine-tune
Connecting to Agriculture, an online
digital toolkit.
Three state Farm Bureau staff
(Michigan, Missouri and Nebraska) are on the task force.
The group is finalizing the process and permission-use form
with a goal of providing a searchable database of resources for Promotion and Education
Committees and state Farm Bureau organizations. AFBF has offered the Microsoft Teams
platform to the task force as a trial option.
Increase Farm Bureau’s effectiveness and visibility as the national advocate for farmers,
ranchers and rural communities.
• The Promotion and Education FUSION subcommittee completed work on the Fusion
Steering Committee to provide an exceptional virtual FUSION Conference that was held
March 11-13. I’m chair of the Fusion Subcommittee, and we, provided an on-demand
session called, Speaking Confidently About Hot Topics. A panel of communication
specialists, Steve Ammerman (New York), Matt Hargreaves (Utah) and Liam Migdai
(Pennsylvania) shared tips on handling tough topics and questions. Those who attended this
session signed up for an optional bonus coaching session, in mid-April facilitated by AFBF’s
Johnna Miller.
• The AFBF Promotion and Education Committee chair and vice chair completed Zoom
conversations with 12 of the 15 approved state programs to learn more about their needs
and current programs. This outreach has been valuable as the committee strives to provide
resources and program ideas that will engage mainstream members in future programming.
The meeting with the states also provides guidance to the committee so they can provide
the support they need at the state level.
• Two committee members were appointed in December: Alan Clark (Idaho) and Paula
Peterson (Nebraska).
Engage consumers to build trust in, and share the story of, agriculture.
The Promotion and Education Committee on-demand workshop, Communicating
to Consumers During Extraordinary Times, was featured during the AFBF Convention.
The AFBF Convention Subcommittee, chaired by Stacey Lauwers (Michigan), worked to
brainstorm panelists and questions for this session. Panel members included: Jon Iverson
(Idaho); Jake Carter (Georgia); Sarah Ison (Ohio); Alise Sjostrom (Minnesota) and the
session was moderated by Patti Fisher (New York).
As of Feb. 1, the on-demand video was viewed more than 343 times. The program
has been posted to Farm Bureau University and YouTube. View or share the recording:
Communicating to Consumers During Extraordinary Times.
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District 2 News
Ag LEAD Summit Is Virtually Successful
By Amy Silver, Green County Farm Bureau Secretary and Treasurer

This year’s Ag LEAD Summit was held on March 12 virtually and
was coordinated by WFBF’s Promotion and Education Committee. This
biennial conference focuses on four main topics: Leadership, Engagement,
Advocacy and Development.
There was a great line-up of speakers who touched on the following:
• Leading Your Own Self Development: One particular speaker made
the point that it is important to be involved in non-agricultural-related
organizations. Why, you ask? Being involved in other groups allows us
to be connected to individuals who may not have first-hand knowledge
of where their food comes from. It provides us an opportunity to be able
to educate and advocate agriculture. The idea is to build respect so other
groups can look to you as a go-to person for agriculture questions.

Andrea Miller is a Hy-Vee dietitian. Her job is to bridge the gap between what happens
in a clinical setting versus what happens in everyday life when grocery shopping.

Board Directors and Delegates

• Engaging Consumers: One of my favorite speakers was a dietitian
employed by a grocery store in the Madison area. Her job is to bridge
the gap between what happens in a clinical setting versus what happens
in everyday life when grocery shopping. She addresses the benefits and
disadvantages to eating certain foods simply based on facts.
• Advocating for Agriculture: It is important to build a ‘trust bank.’
Proactively get to know your legislators, local officials, media and
teachers as these individuals are influencers within our communities.
• Developing Agribusinesses: In the last several years, an instrumental
piece to building your own agribusiness or farm has been marketing
through social media platforms such as Facebook. One of the keys
to keeping followers enticed is to practice building content that is
consistently adding value to your business.

Hannah Thompson-Weeman with the Animal Agriculture Alliance led a session entitled
‘Connecting with Skeptical Consumers.’

Plan to Participate or Attend

Calling those interested in
becoming a board member
or being selected as a voting
delegate. Board member
expectations include attendance
at county Farm Bureau’s
monthly meeting and assistance in leading committee work.
Monthly board meetings are as follows:
• Dane County Farm Bureau meets on the second Thursday of
the month beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Madison.
• Green County Farm Bureau meets on the third Thursday of
the month beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Monroe.
• Rock County Farm Bureau meets on the fourth Monday of the
month beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Footville.
• Sauk County Farm Bureau meets on the first Thursday of the
month beginning at 7:00 p.m. in Baraboo.
Voting delegate expectations include attendance at the annual
Policy Development meeting and vote as a County Farm Bureau
delegate on Monday of the WFBF Annual Meeting on Dec. 6 at
the Kalahari Resorts and Conventions, Wisconsin Dells.
If you are considering one of these opportunities, please
contact the board member by county:
• Dane County: Kadi Walsh | kadencewalsh@gmail.com |
608.547.6658
• Green County: Paige Blair | pblair@insightfs.com |
608.214.4869
• Rock County: Mary Hookham | mmhookham@gmail.com |
608.751.4720
• Sauk County: Craig Sandmire | craigsandmire@gmail.com |
608.963.6645
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District 2 News
FFA Farm Forum, A Virtual Event
By Stacy Skemp, Milton FFA Advisor

This year, Milton FFA students couldn’t attend the Farm Forum
Conference in-person. Thanks to the Wisconsin Farm Bureau, students
attended virtually. Students in agricultural business and leadership class had
the opportunity to experience the conference virtually. In a normal year only
four students from the Milton FFA could participate in the conference. This
year due to the virtual format we had 16 students participate. As a part of the
class curriculum this year students had the opportunity to hear the message
from the keynote speaker, Paul Wesselmann, The Ripples Guy. The students
found his message very impactful to aspects of their lives and futures. It was
a great reminder of the impact we can have and the ripple effect from that
impact.
Students in agricultural business and leadership class also virtually attended
the Insurance 101 session with Emily Kaltenberg, a Rural Mutual Insurance
agent. She had a great presentation on the importance of insurance, the
different types of insurance and how it can impact young and old. She also
incorporated a hands-on activity that allowed the students to understand
the different types in more depth. Students are pictured working on the
insurance activity.
In a year of many uncertainties, it was a great opportunity for my students
to learn from direct industry experts. Farm Bureau did a great job putting
together the FFA Farm Forum. I see myself using these videos and activities
for future years in my agriculture business and leadership class.

District Essay Contest Winner Hails From
Rock County
By Sheila Everhart, Rock County Ag in the Classroom Chair

Bentley Johnson, fourth-grade student at Roosevelt Elementary
School in Janesville is the 2021 District 2 winner of the Wisconsin
Ag in the Classroom essay contest. Wisconsin fourth- and fifthgrade students were asked to write a 100- to 300-word essay with
the theme, ‘How have Wisconsin soybean farmers fueled Wisconsin’s
economy?’ Bentley was recognized in June and received a prize
package including a plaque, books about soybeans, Culver’s gift card,
Agriculture Fast Match game, Trivia cards and ‘I Love Soybean’ mug.

Bentley Johnson was the Farm Bureau District 2 essay contest winner and is
pictured with his teacher Mrs. Carmen Dekok.

Milton students in agricultural business and leadership class experienced FFA Farm Forum
virtually. Students are pictured working on the insurance activity.

Virtual YFA Chairs Meeting

Farm Bureau District 2 county Farm Bureau YFA chairs brainstormed and shared event
ideas during the virtual Young Farmer and Agriculturist (YFA) chairs meeting held on March
3. Top row (from left): Emily Johnson, WFBF YFA chair; and Brady Peper, Sauk County YFA
chair; bottom row: Kadi Walsh, Dane County Farm Bureau YFA chair; Sydney Endres,
Columbia County YFA chair; and Brooke Trustem, Rock County YFA chair.

Summer Edition
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District 2 News
Virtual Ag Day at the Capitol
By Sam Skemp, Dane County Farm Bureau Vice President

Every year Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation holds an Ag Day at
the Capitol. This is achievable with the help of many dedicated WFBF
employees and sponsors who we appreciate and say thanks.
Ag Day at the Capitol provides a great opportunity to meet with our
representatives and discuss issues that are very important to the farming
industry, along with things that are important to us as individuals. With
the turmoil in politics over the past few years, this day becomes more
important than ever. In the agricultural industry it is very important that
we speak up for our needs and also make sure the public understands the
things we are doing to protect the land we live on and the water we drink
and still provide quality food for our nation.
This year’s Ag Day at the Capitol met
virtually because of COVID-19. There
were more than 250 participants in
attendance representing the county Farm
Bureau’s and ag-related businesses. The
day started with presentations online
from Gov. Tony Evers and Secretarydesignee of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection Randy Romanski.
Then we listened to several presentations
Emily Johnson, Rock County, spoke on key issues that WFBF believed
with legislators during the virtual were important to discuss with our
Capitol visit.
representatives, which helped provide
talking points on those issues.
With the information that we gathered from the presentations we met
with our representatives or their aids virtually. Some of the key issues we
focused on were:

DATCP Program
Proposals – 2021-2023
Budget Bill: ProducerRock County Farm Bureau members participated in
Led Watershed Grant
Ag Day at the Capitol.
Program, Dairy
Processor Grants and Wisconsin Initiative for Ag Exports.
DNR Program Proposals – 2021-2023 Biennial Budget Bill: Well
Remediation Program.
UW-System – 2021-2023 Budget Bill: Tracking and Reporting
Outreach and Extension Hours, Additional funding for UW State
Specialists.
Meat Processing Infrastructure – 2021-2023 Biennial Budget Bill:
Meat Processor Grant Program, Meat Talent Development Program and
Expanded Meat Inspection Program.
Transportation Funding – 2021-2023 Biennial Budget Bill (DOT):
Budget Transportation Funding.
Legislative Initiatives – 2021-2023 Legislative Session: Farmland
Preservation, Truth and Labeling Bills, Wildlife Damage Program.
Wisconsin Broadband Coalition: Increase funding for the Broadband
Expansion Program, Focus on Broadband Expansion in un-served areas,
Prioritize Future-Proof Network Investments, Low-income Family
Broadband Assistance Program and a Broadband Line Extension Grant
Program.
Agriculture Nitrogen Legislation: Farmer Grant Program for Nitrogen
Optimization Projects, Improvements on DNR’s Well Compensation
Program and Cover Crop Insurance Premium Rebate Program.
I believe we had a very successful day and I want to thank those District
2 Farm Bureau members who took the time from their busy schedules to
represent Farm Bureau on these key issues. This is one of the many things
Farm Bureau does to support the agriculture industry in Wisconsin.

Dane County members discussed agriculture topics with legislators during the virtual
Capitol visit.

Green County members highlighted the importance of agriculture with their legislators
during the virtual Capitol visit.

WFBF Leadership Institute Makes an Impact
By Logan Frei, Rock County Farm Bureau Participant

The WFBF Leadership Institute held its February session virtual. The
class was introduced to the WFBF Chief Administrative Officer Kim
Pokorny and Rural Mutual Insurance Company Chief Executive Officer
Dan Merk. They provided an informative background about themselves
and the organizations they represent.
We shared our group presentations on books like, “The Servant Leader”
by James C. Hunter and “Trust-ol-o-gy: The Art and Science of Leading
High-Trust Teams” by Richard Fagerlin.
These presentations provided us with information on ways to better our
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leadership skills and build better teams.
The group also participated in mental
health Question, Persuade, Refer or QPR
training. This course gave us insight into
signs of someone who may be suicidal and
ways to address the situation.
We finished the session talking about
ways to bridge the generational divide by
understanding what may have shaped their
generation’s perception of the world, what
they value most and what motivates them.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus

District 2 News
Time to Register for the District 2 Golf Outing Fundraiser

Summer Edition
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Dane County
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A Message From The President
Tom Jelinek

Dane County Farm Bureau President

During these uncertain
times, we need to reflect
on what is important:
our families, our faith
and helping others. Now
that it appears that our country is opening up, we should use
the lessons we learned during the pandemic to improve our
communities.
We will be sponsoring the Learning Lane and the Scavenger
Hunt at the Dane County Fair. These are great ways to educate
the non-farming public on agriculture and showcase the great
employment opportunities in the agriculture field.
Our board has met via teleconference, which has proved to
be interesting at times, but effective. Hopefully, we can meet
face to face soon.
We do hope to see many golfers to help support the youth
of the district. This event will be held at The Oaks Golf
Course and is a great, fun way to make a difference in our
communities.
If you want to participate on the Board of Directors of Dane
County Farm Bureau, contact one of our board members.
We need board members and delegates for the WFBF Annual
Meeting. These are both great ways to give back and help
maintain a strong agriculture community.

County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
Set for September 9
Mark your calendar for the Dane County Farm Bureau
annual meeting set for Thursday, September 9. The meeting
will take place at Rex’s Innkeeper in Waunakee. Corey Geiger,
president of Holstein Association USA and managing editor of
Hoard’s Dairyman, will be our keynote speaker.
A postcard invitation with complete details to follow in
August.

Scavenger Hunt Planned For The
Dane County Fair
By Lindsey Hellenbrand, Ag Promotion Co-Chair

We are excited to have the Dane County Fair back this year.
Dane County Farm Bureau is offering educational display
grants to give clubs the opportunity to create displays educating
fairgoers about the species
that members are showing.
On Saturday, July 17, we
will host a scavenger hunt
to engage fairgoers as they
walk through the barns.
The reward is a cream
puff, so we are hoping for
an increased completion
rate again this year.
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Ag in the Classroom and Tractor Safety Report
By Alissa Grenawalt, Ag in the Classroom Program Coordinator

Sun Prairie Youth Wins Dane County Ag in
the Classroom Essay Contest
Emma Eastwood, Sun Prairie, was selected
as the Dane County winner for the fourth- and
fifth-grade essay contest.
Emma is the daughter of Scott and Gillian
Eastwood. Emma's essay advanced to the
district level where it competed at the District
2 level.
Emma’s winning essay.

Emma Eastwood, Sun Prairie, was
selected as the Dane County winner.

Before reading “Full of Beans Henry Ford Grows a Car” I thought soybeans
were used only for food and soy sauce., but my dad told me “soybeans can be used
for animal food too”. After reading this book, I noticed that Soybeans can be used
for more stuff, for example, hard plastic, horn buttons, gear shift knobs, light
switches, distributor caps, soy sauce, steamed dumplings and more!
Farming is very important to Wisconsin because there are over 11,000 soybean
farmers in WI. In 2011, 1.6 million acres was used for soybeans. Soybeans are
also in my favorite food dumplings. I asked my mom what she thought Henry
Ford was famous for and she said making cars. And by reading this book I
learned that Henry Ford was famous for Lots more stuff.
Girl Scout Dairy Program
Dane County Ag in the Classroom was part of a multi-organizational effort to
host the first Girl Scout Dairy Patch Program. This was held at the John Haag
farm in Dane on May 15. Badgerland Girl Scouts were on the farm and learned
about the many segments of the dairy industry such as technology, cheese, dairy
nutrition, what does a cow eat and more. This was sponsored in part by the Dane
County Dairy Promotion Committee and Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin.
Seeds of Hope
Program
Thanks to the West
Middleton Elementary
School for inviting me
to help with the Seeds
of Hope Program we
did at the school on
May 20. More than
200 4K-fourth-grade
students planted a
pumpkin seed in
the school garden
to end the school
year. Students will be
excited to see what the More than 200 4K-fourth- grade students at West Middleton Elepumpkin patch has in mentary school planted a pumpkin seed in their school garden to
end the school year.
store for them when
they return this fall in hopes to share their bounty and see the fruits of their labor.
Dane County Tractor Safety Program Started on June 2
Dane County Extension hosted a Youth Tractor Safety Program on June 2 and
ending on June 23. If there is enough interest, there may be a fall program offered
to accommodate those that weren't able to participate in a 2020 program.
For more information, contact me at Grenawalt.Alissa@countyofdane.com.
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National Ag Week Social Media Contest Winner Announced
By Sarah Shimshak, Ag Promotion Co-Chair

For National Ag Week, we had a social media contest encouraging people to share what agriculture
means to them by sharing their story.
The winner of the contest was Rachel Hellenbrand where she posted a picture of her and her cow
and a sunset picture of her farm.

Ag Tour and Mallards Game Planned for July 23
By Kadi Walsh, YFA Chair

Join the Columbia and Dane County Young Farmer and
Agriculturist (YFA) group for an ag tour and Madison Mallards
baseball game.
This event will take place on Friday, July 23, starting with a tour at
4 p.m. and the Mallards game at 6:35 p.m. Please join us for just the
tour, just the game or both.
More details can be found on the Dane County Farm Bureau and
YFAs Facebook page.
For more information or to RSVP, please contact me at
kadencewalsh@gmail.com.

Green County

wfbf.com/about/counties/green
GreenCountyFarmBureau

A Message From The President
Josh Schenk

Green County Farm Bureau President

“More happens beyond the farm gate than
within that affects what we do as farmers.”
An often talked about theme that
resonates with us all. Farm Bureau has
long been known for its grassroots-led
initiatives and agriculture’s inclusion on
conversations that affect farmers and
ranchers. A benefit to being a Farm Bureau member is the collective
’Voice‘ of representation on affairs that each of us as individual
farmers would not otherwise have the resources to be a part of.
WFBF- and AFBF-led efforts are guided by Farm Bureau policy,
and member boards and committees that lead our organization.
In the same respect, county Farm Bureaus represent local affairs
and have access to the greater Farm Bureau network to use for
guidance and resources. Acknowledging that we are members and
have equal voice explains our grassroots structure. This structure
allows any member to bring forth to their respective county Farm
Bureau views and ideas related to agriculture and provides a great
opportunity for members to become involved in local affairs.
Knowing the importance of being involved and determining how
to be involved while leading busy lives can be difficult. Members
can do so by sharing ideas with county Farm Bureau directors,
attending county and district policy meetings, joining a county Farm
Bureau committee or seeking election as a director, or by joining
state committees and board. These are important ways members can
contribute to the collective voice that represents us and become a
part of what happens beyond the farm gate that impacts agriculture.

Summer Edition

Meet: Dan and Ashley Wegmueller
By Amy Silver, Secretary-Treasurer

Fourth generation dairy
farmers, Dan and Ashley
Wegmueller of Monroe have
been farming since 2008. After
high school, Dan took a nontraditional route. He lived and
worked in Australia on a dairy
farm, followed by a stay in
Switzerland on a dairy. During
this time, he was exposed to
rotational grazing and education through immersion, both of which have
been implemented on his dairy farm. Upon returning to the states, he
furthered his education at UW-Platteville.
In recent years, the couple has diversified their dairy operation in a way
that is unique to our area. The home that resides on their dairy farm is
available for Airbnb, Inc., rental - guests can stay and enjoy the pleasures of
a working dairy farm while contributing as much or as little as they prefer
to the daily operations of the farm. Guests learn how to milk a cow, tend to
the calves, feed hay … and the list goes on for the number of possibilities of
chores on a farm.
As mentioned in an interview, Dan stated, “By diversifying into agritourism, it has done two things for us - one being that it created a new
revenue source for us but it also has given us a new sense of purpose and with
every group that comes through and every positive interaction we have had it has made farming fun again.”
For more information about their Airbnb, visit “The Dairy at the
Wegmueller Farm” on Airbnb.com.
If you want to nominate someone to be featured in an upcoming issue,
please contact Amy Silver at amygsilver@gmail.com or 608.214.9994.
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Green County
National Ag Week Contest
Winners Announced

wfbf.com/about/counties/green
GreenCountyFarmBureau
Kristin Luchsinger

Shauna Bergemann

By Paige Blair, Vice President

For the past few years, Green County
Farm Bureau has sponsored a National Ag
Week photo contest through our Facebook
page. For the week of March 22-26,
we posted rules for the contest at the
beginning of each day.
The rules were simple: 1. Comment
on the post with your best farm/rural/ag
photo. 2. Share the post with your friends
and family, and get them to ’like‘ your
photo. The photo with the most likes, wins
that day’s challenge. Each winner received
a gift card to a local business, such as the
Green County Farmstand or Decatur
Dairy.
Throughout the week, our posts received
more than 200 likes, 102 comments, 85
shares and reached more than 12,000
people. Take a look at a few of the winning
photos.
Be sure to ’like’ our Green County Farm
Bureau Facebook page for your chance to
win next year.

Tiffany Jordan

Rebecca Maddell

Maggie Paul

Board Directors Visit Professional Agriculture Students Club
During the spring, Green County Farm Bureau board directors enjoyed visiting with students in
the Blackhawk Technical College Professional Agriculture Students (PAS) Club. The PAS Club met
with the following:
• Ben Huber, agronomy department manager for Insight FS
• Erin Marchant, financial officer for Compeer Financial
• Amy Silver, agricultural portfolio manager for State Bank of Cross Plains
• Carmen Montgomery, business and computer teacher for Argyle School District
Students learned about career opportunities, college opportunities to get involved in and the
benefits of becoming a Farm Bureau member.

County Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting Set for August 25
Green County Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
Date: Wednesday, Aug. 25
Location: Koning Maple Lane
Event Center, N3051
State Highway 81,
Monroe
Time: Dinner - 6:30 p.m.
Business meeting - 7:30 p.m.
Silent auction: 6:30 p.m. until close of the meeting.
The board of directors hope to see you at the annual
meeting.
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No Cheese Days, No Problem ATV/UTV Ride, Fundraiser
By Ben Huber, Board of Director

While Cheese Days is canceled for 2021,
we can still gather in Green County and
enjoy the scenic views and local restaurants
throughout Green and Lafayette counties.
When: Saturday, Sept. 18
ANYONE is welcome to attend and join
the fun, no membership required.
Visit the Green County Farm Bureau
Facebook page for registration and event
details.
Save the date and join us for some food, fun and show your support for the agriculture
community.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus
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Local Affairs Report
By Josh Schenk, President

On May 10, Scott Timm and Josh Schenk represented Green County Farm Bureau during
the monthly Green County Zoning Committee meeting to support changes to the county
code that would extend the current allowable uses to also include uses related to agri-tourism.
The committee has been seeking input and direction in an effort to update the Agricultural
District portion of code to accommodate farms that are seeking additional revenue streams
from customer experiences while visiting a farm.
Neighboring counties have updated code that specifies these uses while Green County’s has
not been changed and needs clarification to meet changing farm businesses in Green County.

Rock County

wfbf.com/about/counties/rock
RockCountyFarmBureau

A Message From The President
Jill Uhe

Rock County Farm Bureau President

Hello, Rock County member,
What a great spring we have had. Mother
Nature cooperated with great stretches of
weather to get everything planted timely and
higher commodity prices are icing on the cake.
As I write this, frost damage is still being
evaluated and first crop hay is well underway.
Hopefully, we started receiving nice rains to give our crops the drink they
need and a break from the fields to spend time with our families.
Although getting crops planted, sprayed and hay harvested is important;
don’t forget what is happening off your farm that affects your farm.
Legislators are discussing estate tax and step-up basis that could be very
detrimental to future farm transfers.
Farm Bureau is working on this issue, but we also need you contacting
your legislators. You may not see this as an expense today, but it could be a
very costly expense in the future.
I hope the rest of our growing season is uneventful and the frost damage
has minimal impact on your farm. Thank you, for all you do.

Rock County Farm Bureau Offers $500
Scholarships
The Rock County
Farm Bureau will offer
student scholarship
applications for members
and member’s children
who are at least in their
second year of college or
technical school.
Scholarship funds are
raised through sales at the Rock County Farm Bureau food stand
at the Rock County 4-H Fair. The applicant, or a member of the
applicant’s family, must work in the Rock County Farm Bureau
food stand at the 2021 Rock County 4-H Fair in order to be
eligible for a scholarship.
Scholarship applications are available on the website at
wfbf.com/about/counties/rock or by request rockcofb@gmail.com.
Applications must be submitted by Aug. 15.
For information or questions, contact rockcofb@gmail.com or
message on Facebook at Rock County Farm Bureau.

Movie Night Scheduled

Fair Food Stand Plea For Help

By Brooke Trustem, YFA Chair

By Ed Hookham, Co-Chair

Date: Saturday, July 17
Location: L
 arson Acres
18218 WI-59, Evansville

Hooray, the Rock County Fair is coming.
Preparations are being made for the Rock County
Farm Bureau food stand at the Rock County
4-H Fair and we need your help. The fair will be
Tuesday, July 27, through Sunday, Aug. 1. We
need volunteers for multiple shifts. Shifts will run
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 2 to 6 p.m. and 6 to 10
p.m. with a few people needed earlier and later
to open and close. We need eight to 10 people
per shift. This year, the shifts are shorter with
hopes of fitting into busy schedules better. If you
have a group that wants to take a full shift, please
contact me about compensation at 608.751.3005
or jndsfeed@gmail.com. We are happy to help
your group make money by helping our group.
Thanks, and see you at the fair.

Rock County Farm Bureau’s Young
Farmer & Agriculturist (YFA) group is
excited to host an upcoming event at
6 p.m. on Saturday, July 17, at Larson
Acres.
The event will begin with a twilight
farm tour of the sixth-generation dairy
farm with an on-the-farm movie night
to follow. District 2 members are
welcome to attend, please bring your
own chairs. Come and enjoy a fun
night of agriculture and friendship.
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County Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting Set for September 27
By Mary Hookham, Executive Director

Date: Monday, Sept. 27
Time: M
 ixer and Registration - 6 p.m.
Dinner - 7 p.m.
Call to Order - 7:45 p.m.
Location: The Barn on Prairie
5828 S. County Road G, Janesville
Members will enjoy an evening in one of
southern Wisconsin’s newest event venues with an
exciting speaker. As the business meeting is called
to order, the board will hold its annual board of
director election, WFBF delegate selection, affiliate
reports, policy development discussion and other
items of business. A formal postcard invitation to
come in August. Rock County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors hope to see you there.
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Rock County Ag in the Classroom Recognitions and Re-Engagement Opportunities
By Sheila Everhart, Ag in the Classroom Chair

The Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom program provides agricultural
information through teaching resources and lesson plans to help K-12
students develop an understanding of how their food is grown and raised.
The program works within existing curricula to provide basic information
on the nation’s largest industry: agriculture.
The Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom program relies on county
volunteers to connect with teachers, classrooms and others to share
information about agriculture and the resources available in Rock County.
This article recognizes and thanks the Rock County Farm Bureau board
members for their financial support and encouragement and the Ag in
the Classroom committee members for their countless hours of volunteer
time: Stacy Skemp, Emily Johnson, Sheila Everhart and Steve and Kathy
Earleywine.
Additional 2021 Special Recognitions
• Bentley Johnson, fourth-grade student, Roosevelt Elementary School,
Janesville is the 2021 District 2 winner of the Wisconsin Ag in the
Classroom essay contest. Wisconsin fourth- and fifth-grade students
were asked to write a 100- to 300-word essay with the theme, ‘How
have Wisconsin soybean farmers fueled Wisconsin’s economy?’ Bentley
was recognized in June and received a prize package including a plaque,
books about soybeans, Culver’s gift card, Agriculture Fast Match game,
Trivia cards and “I Love Soybean” mugs (or mug?).
• Other Rock County essay contest finalists include: Jett Wilson, Thor
Preuss and Cameron Nielsen.
• Milton FFA Student Leaders and Advisor Stacy Skemp, who launched
and hosted a 13-day Virtual Scavenger Hunt ‘Farmers Grow, Food
Brings Everyone to the Table; Virtual Scavenger Hunt (March 19-April
2) at local businesses in Milton - recognizing National Agriculture Week.
Milton residents recorded passionate community involvement.
• Parkview FFA Student Leaders and Advisor Tjark Sattler, who launched
and hosted a 13-day Virtual Scavenger Hunt May 7-19 highlighting
Wisconsin’s top 20 commodities at local Orfordville businesses.
Orfordville residents discovered and learned much about Wisconsin’s top
commodities during this spring event.
Re-Engagement Opportunities
• Virtual National Ag in the Classroom Conference, June 28-July 1:
The National Agriculture in the Classroom Conference brings together
hundreds of teachers, volunteers, informal educators and industry
experts from across the country to share ideas, network and celebrate

Sauk County

agricultural literacy. The conference moves to
a different region every year and is only in the
Midwest every four years. This will be the first
time that it has been hosted in Iowa. With
the conference so close to Wisconsin, we want
to offer 10 of our Rock County teachers or
volunteers the opportunity to participate. At the time of this printing
deadline, Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom, through a generous grant, was
offering the opportunity for 10 Rock County educators or volunteers the
opportunity to participate virtually. The names of the participants will be
posted in our next district newsletter.
• Summer Bus Tour: Slated to take place in Green County has been
canceled for July 2021 to ensure everyone’s safety as we transition out of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
• 2021-2022 Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom Book of the Year: A
committee of volunteers and educators met in mid-June to select
the Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom Book of the Year, the title and
details will be announced in August at the Back-to-School Kick-Off.
(Promotion and Education Committee, correct?)
• Summer Training: Each Tuesday, Wisconsin Ag in the
Classroom is posting a new video on the Wisconsin Ag in the
Classroom YouTube channel featuring an educational resource.
These are to help replace items that would be covered in our
summer Ag in the Classroom training. The posting allows you
to view the videos at your convenience. www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLUvmuVa0n1QIJdZhJkakm_9wPQw8zSehD.
• Ag in the Classroom has been staffed and coordinated by Wisconsin
Farm Bureau since 1983, when the program was introduced in the
state. This agricultural education program provides free, hands-on
and interactive agricultural information, following current curriculum
standards, that make learning about food, farming and careers in
agriculture fun.
For information or to learn more about the lesson plans and teaching
resources, visit www.wisagclassroom.org/lessons-resources/resources.
On a local level, the Rock County Ag in the Classroom coordinator is
Sheila Everhart. Sheila and other volunteers help arrange teacher trainings,
workshops, set up agriculture lessons, talk about careers in agriculture and
coordinate resources and materials.
For more information or if you have questions about Rock County’s
Ag in the Classroom programs or initiatives, please contact Sheila at
608.774.1354 or Sheilageverhart@gmail.com.

wfbf.com/about/counties/rock
RockCountyFarmBureau

County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting Set
Please join us in conducting our Sauk County Farm Bureau annual meeting.
Date: Thursday, Aug. 26
Time: Registration - 6:30 p.m.; Dinner - 7 p.m.
Location: Granite Hills Farm LLC
E7187 County Road W, Rock Springs
There will be a free catered meal. Remember to get your reservation in
promptly when you receive your postcard invitation in July.
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Sauk County
A Message From The President
Mike Turner

Sauk County Farm Bureau President

Hello, Sauk County
Farm Bureau member,
Today, I sit here writing
this thinking back on
how this year and the
last couple months of
last year has gone so far. Back in December we
as a board were alerted to our county wanting to
make changes to the Chapter 26 Manure Storage
Ordinance that could have been very bad for us.
Meetings were held between the Sauk County
Farm Bureau board and the Land, Resource and
Environment (LRE) Department in January and we
expressed are concerns.
The next step in the process was the public
hearing that was held with the county Land,
Resource, and Environment Committee. During
this hearing, the department made one change in
its proposal that triggered another hearing.
I want to thank those who showed up at both
hearings to oppose the changes; we were told it
made a huge difference.
At the second hearing, the proposed changes to
the manure storage ordinance were nearly defeated,
but in the end, was postponed deciding on changes
in February 2022.
Be on the lookout for meeting information with
the Land, Resource, and Environment Department
on this topic as they were instructed to get more
farmer input.
As I reflect more on the beginning of the year,
boy has it been a cool spring with lots of obstacles
like the frosty mornings. I hope that not too many
of you had bad frost damage as it kept us on our
toes with the crops.
In closing, please contact the board with any
issues you may have and to get involved with other
discussions whenever possible. Have a safe summer
and see you at the fair.

wfbf.com/about/counties/sauk
SaukCountyFarmBureau

In Need of Volunteers For Fair Food Stand
By Karen Reisinger, Food Stand Chair

Sauk County Fair is right around the corner on July 13-18. With our well-known selection
of tried-and-true fair food including juicy burgers and the best cheese curds on the grounds,
volunteer by contacting one of the board members or just say ‘yes’ when contacted by a board
member. Put on an apron and become a cook for a few hours or try your hand at customer
service taking orders.
Volunteers are welcome to help clean on Monday, July 19, beginning at 7 a.m. Many hands
make light work.

Hey Kids,

KID’S
CORNER

It’s time to find what doesn’t
belong in the picture. Once you
find the items then color the
picture. Try to stay in the lines.
Enjoy your summer!

Wanted: Fair Food Stand Chair
Sauk County Farm Bureau is looking for a Fair
Food Stand Chair. This person will job shadow the
current chair, Karen Reisinger, during the 2021
Sauk County Fair.
Position details include: Ordering food and
supplies; Making sure shifts are covered; Keep
building up to inspection readiness; Daily banking
business
Time commitment: Full week of the fair plus
Monday following for clean-up.
For more information or questions, please
contact Karen Reisinger at 608.544.2514.
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