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Farm Bureau Continues to Move Forward
Rosie Lisowe
WFBF District 6 Director

Life is like riding a bicycle. In order to keep your balance you must 
keep moving. - Albert Einstein

Through it all and even during a pandemic, Farm Bureau has 
been moving forward. 

The pandemic may have provided the agriculture community 
a bigger incentive to move forward than other industries.

WFBF have been motivated even more to move into the digital world to keep our 
membership informed. Throughout the process we also recognized and addressed the 
challenges with available technology and broadband.

Starting with WFBF’s Council of President meeting. Because we weren’t able to 
meet in person, we moved to a monthly Zoom meeting. During these sessions, county 
presidents, staff and other member leaders have listened to AFBF President Zippy 
Duvall, about Colorado State Ballot initiative issues, to a Bob Harris training on being an 
effective organization and more. For 2022, we hope to be back to a traditional in person 
format.

WFBF staff strategically develops and uses a variety of tools to provide more 
information to Farm Bureau members to keep them informed about membership, 
legislation and events or activities. 

For example, the governmental relations team developed Policy Pulse, an e-newsletter 
that keeps Farm Bureau members up to date on the latest policy and legislative news and 
other happenings in the governmental relations division.

WFBF President Kevin Krantz also sends a brief concise e-newsletter to county leaders 
via the County Leader Connection. He provides details and updates about meetings that 
he has attended, membership information, legislation initiatives and upcoming events 
and activities.

Another new initiative that was developed from the WFBF strategic plan was the 
Leaders of the Land: State Sustainability Series tours. These tours took place across 
the state in each of the Farm Bureau districts, highlighting diverse commodities and 
sustainability practices. The series offered farmers and agriculturists different perspectives 
regarding environmental stewardship across Wisconsin. 

Another example of Farm Bureau working together and moving forward is the 
collaboration with other ag groups and hosting the Ag Coalition meetings. WFBF staff 
brings organizations together to work on topics affecting agriculture. It’s a way to start the 
conversation and keep balance regarding topics that will affect the agricultural industry.

From Dec. 3-6, the WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference will be in-person 
at the Kalahari Resorts and Convention in Wisconsin Dells. The annual meeting brings 
together Wisconsin farmers, agriculture business professionals and supporters to discuss 
top issues impacting agriculture. One of the most important items of business is the 
grassroots policy development process. County Farm Bureaus elect voting delegates 
who will participate in a resolution session during Monday’s program to establish policy 
positions to guide WFBF staff throughout 2022.

I hope to see you and to share our plans for continued growth in membership and 
other Farm Bureau initiatives.

District Coordinator Report
Becky Salm
District 6 Coordinator

 “We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what 
we give.” - Winston Churchill

Every year, I sit in front of 
my computer and reflect on the 

year to write this report. 
I can’t help but think how lucky I am to be a part 

of so many of our Farm Bureau families lives. I am so 
blessed to see members, who truly know the meaning 
of the word busy, still carve out time to give back to our 
organization. 

Whether is be through agvocacy in our community, 
connecting in classrooms or time spent with a 
congressman, our volunteers make our organization 
what it is.

As a member of Farm Bureau, the state’s largest and 
most influential farm organization, you are a part of 
an organization that makes a difference in the future of 
agriculture. 

Our member volunteers do this by taking part in the 
policy development process that empowers our members 
into positive action. 

In addition, programs 
like Young Farmers and 
Agriculturists, Promotion and 
Education Committee and 
Ag in the Classroom provide 
opportunities to connect 
and share their stories with 
consumers young and old. 

Thank you for being a Farm Bureau member, giving 
what you can for the future of agriculture and for 
participating in this annual meeting. 

I am amazed by the accomplishments of our 
members. I love working alongside our amazing 
volunteers and am very pleased to be a part of the Farm 
Bureau team. 

Farm Bureau is the strong organization that it is 
because of how much you give.

Agriculture is abundant here and together we will 
continue to be, 'A Voice for Farmers and A Vision for 
Agriculture.'
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District 6 Chair Wraps Up First Year
Lauren VandenLangenberg
 District 6 YFA Representative

Now, I have my first year as the District 6 
YFA chair and unfortunately 2021 started out as 
another interesting year and we didn’t get to do 
much. But, as the year wraps up, we are able to 
add a little normal back in our lives and it feels 
good to be meeting back in person.

YFA Conference Information
Dec. 3-6 at the Kalahari Resorts and Conventions in Wisconsin Dells

This year, the YFA Conference will be going back to in person. And 
we are excited to have everyone back at the Kalahari in Wisconsin Dells. 
The theme will be Focus on the Future and the YFA Committee has some 
great speakers and workshops lined up. 

We want to wish the YFA members Erin O’Toole, Ann Glowacki and 
Rachel Harmann who will be representing District 6 in the Discussion 
Meet the best of luck. I want to sincerely thank those who competed 
in the District 6 Discussion Meet. We had a great turn out and it was 
awesome to see some new faces trying out the Discussion Meet. We also 
want to thank Wilfert Farms for hosting. It was greatly appreciated. 

Lunch and Learn
This April, District 6 hosted a lunch and learn with information on 

Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) and beginning farmer loans. We had 
two speakers, Aaron Gransee of Investors Community Bank and Kristy 
Rentmeester of Fond Du Lac FSA office who were very knowledgeable on 
the subjects. 

YFA Night at the Drive In
We hosted our first YFA Night at the Drive In in Chilton. We are 

excited to have a new event for District 6 and you might just see it back 
in future years. It’s a great family friendly event. It was great to be able to 
plan a in person event again. We look forward to many more in 2022. 

Events for 2022
The hope is to be bringing back some events in 2022 such as the 

Gamblers Game in Green Bay on Friday, Mar. 4, 2022. The bus tour will 
hopefully be back summer of 2022. Be on the watch for more information 
regarding this event as well. My plan is to have a few more events planned 
for 2022. 

Please contact me if you have ideas or if your county has events it 
would love to host but needs help to make it happen. 

I look forward to working with you in 2022.

District 6 News

Mark Your Calendar ... 
Upcoming Events
December
3-6  WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference 

Wisconsin Dells

January
7-12 AFBF Annual Conference, Atlanta, Georgia
25-26 Council of Presidents
26 Ag Day at the Capitol

February
18 FFA Farm Forum

March 
4 District 6 Gamblers Hockey Game
25-26 IGNITE Conference, Stevens Point
31 County Early-Bird Bonanza membership cut-off

April
1  Ag in the Classroom essays due to county essay 

coordinators

Promotion and Education Report
Kathy Duescher
District Promotion and Education Committee Representative

During the past year your county Farm 
Bureau and the WFBF Promotion and 
Education Committee have been creative in 
ways to reach our members and community. 

Some county’s successfully tried new 
events and others adapted previous events to 
meet the current needs. 

Last fall, the WFBF Promotion and Education Committee held 
a successful virtual Leadership Boot Camp. Members saw familiar 
faces, watched presentations, acquired new skills and interacted via 
electronic devices instead of face to face. 

In the spring, we hosted a virtual version of the Ag LEAD Summit. 
Participants had many workshop presentations to choose from along 
with the flexibility for later access to view presentations again or 
other presentations that took place during the same time slot. 

We continue to assist Ag in the Classroom with the essay contest 
program. It's impressive to read our young student’s creative writings. 
We also increased our involvement on Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Facebook page with Monthly Recipe postings. 

For more information, follow your country Farm Bureau Facebook 
page, the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Facebook page and website.

Upcoming WFBF events to watch for are the Leadership Boot 
Camp on Nov. 13 and the WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA 
Conference on Dec. 3-6. 

I have enjoyed being part of the WFBF Promotion and Education 
Committee as the District 6 Representative. 

I hope your next representative also will enjoy their time and 
contribution.

Thank you to your county Farm Bureaus for what you do to 
promote agriculture.
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District 6 News
Ag in the Classroom Announces Book of the Year

Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom is kicking off the 2021-2022 school 
year by announcing the book of the tear, “Popcorn Country” written by 
Cris Peterson.

 Each year, the Ag in the Classroom program holds an essay contest in 
conjunction with the book of the year for fourth- and fifth-grade students 
throughout the state. This year’s essay contest topic is, ‘What’s Popping in 
Wisconsin? The value of corn to our economy!’

 Author Cris Peterson offers a step-by-step examination of the history 
and science behind America’s favorite snack. With photographs by David 
R. Lundquist, readers get a view of how popcorn is planted, grown, 
harvested, processed, tested and finally shipped all around the world. 

Back matter delves into the history of popcorn and how it became so 
popular in the United States. Accompanying lessons from the National 
Ag in the Classroom and the Popcorn Board are aligned to educational 
standards and are available online for teachers, students and volunteers to 
use in promoting and preparing essays.

 “We are so excited to have another of Cris’ books with her gifted 
writing and excellent photographs,” said Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom 
Coordinator Darlene Arneson. “The book does an excellent job explaining 
how popcorn is grown and processed into one of America’s favorite snacks. 
The essay contest focuses on the many uses of the various types of corn, 

but especially popcorn, in the snacks we eat 
along with their importance to Wisconsin’s 
economy.”

Essay submissions must be 100- to 300-
words in length and will be judged on content, 
grammar, spelling and neatness. 

This year, students must make three 
references to Wisconsin agriculture. The essay 
contest rules, lesson plans and sample classroom activities are located at 
wisagclassroom.org/events-activities/essay-contest. Essays are due  
April 1, 2022. 

 The contest is sponsored by We Energies, Wisconsin Soybean 
Marketing Board, Wisconsin Corn and the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Foundation.

 Nine district winners will be selected with one being chosen as the state 
winner in May. Each district winner will receive a classroom presentation 
for his or her class. Last year, more than1,400 students participated in the 
contest.

Questions about the book or essay contest can be directed to Wisconsin 
Ag in the Classroom Coordinator Darlene Arneson at  
darneson@wfbf.com.

Feeding Edible Food Waste 
By Rachel Gerbitz, WFBF Director of Sustainability 
Communications and Partnerships

At Wiese Brothers Farms in Greenleaf, 
Wisconsin, they are always looking for 
opportunities to implement diverse products 
in their total mixed ration (TMR) to feed their 
dairy cattle. 

Dan Wiese, partner in Wiese Brothers Farms, 
compares the 6,000-cow herd to the residents 
of a town or village. Each one needs to be fed 
and their waste needs to be managed. At Wiese 
Brothers, they aim to feed their herd in an 
efficient, cost-effective way and handle their 
manure to be good stewards of the community 
and environment around them. 

Wiese Brothers own and operate a feed 
mill and trucking company in addition to the 
dairy. The diversity of the business allows for 

commodity trading. 
According to a recent study, food waste 

is the number one contributor to landfills 
in Wisconsin. Food waste takes up valuable 
space in landfills and contributes heavily to 
greenhouse gas emissions. Feeding byproducts 
of human food production to dairy cattle offers 
a new home for food that would otherwise be 
wasted. 

“If a human can eat it, it will usually do well 
in the rumen.” says Dan Wiese. 

Cows are indirectly helping to reduce 
methane emissions through consumption of 
edible food waste. 

Truckloads of product will be rejected from 
processing plants for a myriad of reasons. 
Wiese’s are located about 25 miles south of 
Green Bay, putting them in an ideal location to 
accept these products. 

Wieses are often able to obtain these products 
at a reasonable cost. They work closely with 
their nutritionist to balance these varying 
products in the ration. 

The dairy cow is a wonderful recycler. She 
is able to turn those food byproducts into 
delicious, nutritious dairy products. 

Some byproducts will drive intake, resulting 
in higher milk production. Other byproducts 
are better suited for heifer feed where the ration 
is balanced for growth rather than producing 
milk. 

The base ingredients of the cow’s diet are still 
corn silage and haylage and remain consistent 
day to day. Fruity Pebbles, granola, cranberry 

hulls and candy are a few examples of products 
that have been worked into the ration at Wiese 
Brothers. These products are often high in 
starch and sugar that are used as energy in the 
cow’s diet. 

Implementing high-energy byproducts in the 
cow’s diet offers a cost savings, aligning with the 
goal of being efficient and cost effective. 

Adding these various products to the cow’s 
diet comes with some trial and error. “You learn 
more from your failures than your successes,” 
says Dan Wiese. 

When it comes to sustainability, every 
farm is different. Wiese Brothers have found 
an economic and environmental benefit in 
implementing byproducts in their dairy herd 
ration. 



wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus4

District 6 News
District 6 Drive In Movie Night

On Sept. 17, District 6 YFA members took in a drive-in movie at the 
Chilton Twilight Drive In Theater. The Jungle Cruise was shown for a 
free night of fun during harvest season.

District 6 YFA Competition Finalists
This year, 

District 6 had a 
great showing for 
the YFA contests. 
Our District 
6 Discussion 
Meet was held in 
August at Wilfert 
Farms in Two 
Rivers. 

Moving on for 
District 6 are Erin 
O’Toole from 
Kewaunee County, Rachel Harmann 
and Ann Glowacki from Door 
County.

District 6 also has one of four 
finalists for Excellence in Agriculture. 
Stephanie Abts from Manitowoc 
County. In December during the 
WFBF Annal Meeting and YFA 
Conference, Stephanie will present 
an overview of her ag program for the 
judges and attendees.

Are you interested in learning more about the Discussion Meet or the Excellence in 
Ag competitions? 

Visit wfbf.com/programs/young-farmer-and-agriculturist-program/yfa-contests or 
contact District 6 Coordinator Becky Salm at bsalm@wfbf.com or 920.253.5303.
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Brown County wfbf.com/about/counties/brown
BrownCountyFarmBureau

Brown County Hosts Annual Meeting
There were about 35 members and guests who attended the 77th annual 

meeting at Gatherings 43 in Denmark, which included elections for 
board of directors and WFBF Annual Meeting delegates, grassroots policy 
development discussion and other business items. 

Ray Tauscher, Kim VandenAvond and Nicole Nohl retired from the 
board. Brown County Farm Bureau thanks them for their years of service. 

The board re-organized during the November meeting. President 
will remain Stan Kaczmarek; Vice-President, Ray Diederich; Secretary/
Treasurer, Nicki VanDuerzen; and Member-at-Large, Phil Ullmer.

The county passed six state resolutions, two federal and one internal 
resolution that will now move on to the WFBF Policy Development 
Committee for consideration.

State
1.  We support the reinstatement of basic life skills curriculum, including 

work ethic and soft skills, in middle and high school classrooms. 
(Education-Elementary and Secondary)

2.  We support the continuation of the delisting of wolves to allow 
hunting and/or trapping seasons for wolves. (Hunting and Wildlife-Wolf 
Management)

3.  We support state funding for planting of cover crops in corn silage acres 
in the fall. (Natural Resources-Cost Sharing)

4.  We support that trailers or trucks loaded in the field be exempt from 
axle weight if the gross weight is within the total limit. (Transportation-

Vehicle Weight)
5.  We are opposed to supply management. (Dairy-Milk Production and 

Supply)
6.  We support funding grants/low-interest loans, further education for 

the start-up, upgrade, and continuation costs of meat harvesters and 
processors. (Marketing-Direct Marketing)

Federal
1.  We oppose USDA changing the definition of the phrase “socially 

disadvantaged.”
2.  We oppose USDA giving money to labs in Wuhan China.

Internal
1.  We support Rural Insurance implementing a multi-media campaign for 

transportation safety awareness.

Conservation Winner Announced: Kane Farms
The Brown County Farm Bureau presented the Conservation Award again in 2021. 
The recipient was Kane Farms. Kane Farms is a fifth generation farm that crops approximately 

3,000 acres and is strictly no-till and cover crops. 
One of the benefits of cover crops has been labor reduction and reduced nitrogen costs. They 

use conservation practices such as inter-seeding in corn ground and planting cover crops after corn 
harvest that is later used as heifer feed. This also allows for manure applications multiple times 
throughout the year on standing cover crops.

Their manure contractor also uses a Bazooka FarmStar applicator for low-disturbance manure 
applications. Pat Kane also works with local farmers to help them implement similar practices on 
their farms.

Check out the Brown County Farm Bureau Facebook page for video with the whole story.

Welcome New Members
A special thanks to those who worked hard 

on membership this year. 
Brown County Farm Bureau ended the year 

with a loss of 22 voting members ending at 
318 voting members and 917 total members. 
Welcome new members.
 
Kyle Barriger, Jay Barta, Emily Benike, Wayne 
Boucher, Morgan Caswell, Jennifer A.
Clayton, Richard J. Craanen Jr.,* Shelly Drews, 
Anthony Drobeck, Elizabeth Drobeck, Tiffany
Dufek, Rachel Gerbitz,* Courtney Gersek, 
Steve Heling,* Richard Jordan, Joshua 
Jurczykowski,* KJ Star Properties LLC, Lauren 
Koth, Amanda Kyles, Noah La Count, * 
Daniel J. Leick, Victoria F. Leiterman, Julie 
Leonhardt, Daniel Linssen, Jerrel Matthews, 
James Mortell, Joey Moser, Mark Mueller,* 
Brittany Muller, Tanner Natzke, Nite Lights 
Entertainment, Dylon Pokorny, Power's 
Comics & Collectibles, Samantha Ryan, 
Thomas L. Schmidt, Roy Schwahn, Cole 
Slezewski,* Sandra E. Stank, Tracy Stank,* 
Anna Stockhausen, Jessica Truttman, Nicholas 
Vandehei, Travis Vander Kinter,* Saul 
Vanlaned, Dustin Ver Voort, Derk Voskuil, 
Zachary Wagner,* Judy Westerfeld and Morgan
Westerfeld. 

* Indicates voting member.
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Calumet County wfbf.com/about/counties/calumet
CalumetCountyFarmBureau

Calumet County Members Attend Annual Meeting
There were about 55 members and guests that attended this year’s 

annual meeting to vote on policy to send on to the state. 
Attorney Rick Bollenbeck was the 

night’s speaker and he discussed estate 
planning. He specializes in estate 
planning, farm succession, criminal law 
and litigation. 

Bollenbeck has given numerous 
seminars around the state and the Midwest 
in regard to estate planning and farm 
succession.

Simon Regan was elected as president at 
the reorganization meeting following the 

annual meeting. Vice-President is Carley Blado and Secretary/Treasurer is 
Tiffany Schneider.

The county passed five state resolutions that will now move on to the 
WFBF Policy Development committee for consideration. 

State
1.  We support funding 

grants/low-interest loans, 
further education for the 
start-up, upgrade, and 
continuation costs of meat 
harvesters and processors. 
(Marketing-Direct 
Marketing)

2.  We support all, and any over 1,000 kw, wind and solar installations 
seek county approval with a public hearing. (Energy-Alternative Sources)

3.  We oppose any increase in taxes related to the transfer of the family 
farm. (Farm Finance-Beginning Farmers)

4.  We are in support of better management/increasing permits (cougars, 
bear, bobcats, wolves) of predatory animals. (Hunting and  
Wildlife-Hunting Seasons)

5.  We oppose bills that make common husbandry practices illegal (i.e., 
Artificial Insemination, Pregnancy Checks). (Livestock-Animal Welfare)

Welcome New Members
Calumet County Farm Bureau had a great 

year. Thank you to those who worked hard 
to bring in new members. Five new voting 
members were signed bringing the voting total 
to 285 members with 559 members total. 
Welcome new members.

Ace Exteriors, LLC, Ada Volunteer Fire 
Department, Tyler J. Brickham, Terrence 

Criter, Nicholas Doninger, Joseph Eisch, Ross 
Eisenreich, Mckenzie Freund, Gordon Gasch,* 
Christie Gast, Cody Gebhart, Jeff Gebhart, 
Kevin Jacobs, David Kalkofen, Jason L. Karls,* 
Lexy M. Kuepper, Jerome Kurpp, Geraldine 
Lemke, Nicholas Lenzendorf, Amanda Mason, 
Midwest Perlite Inc., Kelly Mueller, Phillip J. 
Nett, Laura Passmore, Mark Edward Peterson, 
Redwood Sportswear LTD, Dean Schabach, 

Kate Scharinger, Bradley Schaut, Christopher 
Schlechta, Janet Seichter, Samuel Sommers, Joel 
Sprangers, Preston Stebane, Bradly Stephany, 
Christine Strouf, Adam D. Sweere, Brady 
Thiel, Matthew Tiffany, Catie Torres, Town of 
Rantoul, Town of Stockbridge, Adam T. Wege, 
Brian Witkowski and Eric Woelfel. 

* Indicates voting member.

Rural Open Golf Outing, A Success
The Rural Open was hosted on Aug. 21 at Hickory Hills Country 

Club. 
Monies raised go to the Calumet County Farm Bureau and the 

Calumet County Fair Association. 
For next year's rural open golf outing, please watch for more 

information to get your team involved.

Skid Steer Olympics Held
Calumet County Farm Bureau sponsored the second annual Skid 

Steer Olympics on Sept. 6 at the Calumet County Fairgrounds. The 
event was sponsored by the YFA committee. 

The participants had to be 18 or older and sign a waiver for the event 
and completed a series of tasks using their operating skills of a skid steer.

(from left): First place weekly driver, 
Ben Nagel and second place weekly 
driver, John Nagel.

(from left): First place daily driver, 
Nathan Schnell and second place daily 
driver, Frank Renn. Golf outing prizes all lined up waiting for golfers to return from the course
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Calumet County wfbf.com/about/counties/calumet
CalumetCountyFarmBureau

Welcome New Members
Door County Farm Bureau had an exceptional membership year 

this year. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to bring in new 
members. 

This year 18 new voting members were signed bringing the voting total 
to 193 members with 314 members total. Welcome new members.
 
Dana Anderson,* Galen J. Baudhuin,*Thomas H. Carleton, Josh 
Carmody,* Ryan Chaudoir,* Nicholas Feuerstein, Paul Graf, Richard 

Hoffman, James Wautier,* Matthew Wautier,* David Jeanquart,* Jeremy 
Johnson, Michael Kinnard,* Jane Kocol, Luke Lantenbach,* Sara Lardo,* 
Donald Ronald Maleport, Robert Mitchell,* Keith Mueller, Claire 
Olson,* David Penchoff, Richard and Eric Olson LLC, Doug J. Schopf,* 
Shivam 3 Holdings LLC, Robert Sitte, Regan L. Spangler, Town of 
Gibraltar, Mike Torp* and Jacob J. Vandenplas.

* Indicates voting member.

Second Annual Haunted Corn Maze, A Success 
Calumet County Farm Bureau teamed up with Polly’s Pumpkins again for 

the second year to bring the Haunted Corn Maze to life. 
Volunteers packed the corn maze in spooky costumes on Oct. 30 as 585 

visitors dared to enter.
Board members Carley Blado, Simon Regan and Tiffany Schneider presented 

Polly with an Outstanding Supporter of Calumet County Farm Bureau Award.

Door County wfbf.com/about/counties/door
DoorCountyFarmBureau
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Door County Hosts Annual Meeting
There were 53 members and guests that attended the annual meeting, 

which included elections for board of directors and WFBF Annual 
Meeting delegates, grassroots policy development discussion and other 
business items. 

Executive Vice President and CEO of Rural Mutual Insurance Dan 
Merk was the guest speaker for the evening.

Dan Vandertie was re-elected as president at the re-organization meeting 
following the annual meeting. Vice president is Adam Meinert, secretary is 
Denise Plassmeyer and treasurer is Eric Harmann.

The county passed six state resolution that will move on to the WFBF 
Policy Development Committee for consideration.

State
1.  We support funding grants/low-interest loans, further education for 

the start-up, upgrade, and continuation costs of meat harvesters and 
processors. (Marketing-Direct Marketing)

2.  We support local broadband companies to provide equal access for rural 
availability to access high speed broadband technology at affordable 

rates as farming is diversifying. (Technology-Telecommunications)
3.  We support a separate set of regulations for meat processors and 

harvesting plants with smaller capacity for development in rural 
communities. (General Government-DATCP)

4.  We support private wells being at least 300 feet from existing 
agricultural land. (Natural Resources-Groundwater)

5.  We support wildlife or decorative ponds being at least 300 feet from 
existing agricultural land. (Natural Resources-Drainage and Water Law)

6.  We support a flexible growth/supply management system. (Dairy-Milk 
Production and Supply)

Board Member Profiles
We welcome 

Claire Olson 
to the Door 
County Farm 
Bureau board 
of directors. 

Claire is a 
graduate of 
UW-River 
Falls, where 
she earned a 

bachelor's degree in agricultural studies and 
minored in dairy science. 

She calls Olson Family Farms home, where 
they milk 60 cows with a Lely robot. Claire 
is proud to say that she is a part of the sixth 
generation to live and work on her family’s 
dairy farm. 

She is employed by Rural Mutual 
Insurance company as an insurance 
underwriter, working on both the farm and 
commercial side.

Claire also is involved with the Wisconsin 
and Door County Holstein Associations, 
Door County Fairest of the Fair and her local 
church. 

While in college, she was a part of Sigma 
Alpha, a professional agricultural sorority, 
Dairy Club, Agricultural Education Society 
and Collegiate Farm Bureau.

She believes the best reason to be a Farm 
Bureau member is the networking. Being 
able to meet and talk with people who have 
the same love and passion for agriculture. She 
also believes that having your voice be heard 
for agriculture is so important and Farm 
Bureau is a great advocate group for that.

County Fair Food Stand a Success
The Door County Fair 

celebrated 150 years this 
year. 

The Door County 
Farm Bureau food stand 
is a favorite stop for many 
fairgoers. Getting such 
favorites as the chocolate 
malts, Door County cherry 
cheesecake and chili.

 New this year, was the 
nacho supreme, warm 
pretzels and the Mooey 
Gooey, a delicious milk and 
cookie combination. 

Thank you to the volunteers who made the fair food stand a success. 
This year, volunteers were treated to dinner at the Door County Farm Bureau annual meeting in 

September as a thank you for their work. 
This important fundraiser allows for the Door County Farm Bureau scholarships, sponsorships 

for the FFA Farm Forum, local promotions and much more.
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From Your County President 
By Brent Sinkula, President

What a difference a year makes ... A year ago, we remember the 
COVID world we were living. Now, while the virus is still around, we 
have returned to a more normal routine. Along the way, many people 
have learned to appreciate things that we would take for granted. Just 
the ability to meet in person became a luxury. Last year’s WFBF Annual 

Meeting was done virtually. It made for some inconveniences, but the 
business proceeded. Then, the return of Breakfast on the Farm this June 
was a wild success. Thank you to the Vogel family and the volunteers who 
helped. Most recently we had a successful food stand at the Manitowoc 
County Fair. All these events had a renewed energy this past year after 
being shut down in 2020. I think we can appreciate that life is returning 
to a level of normalcy that we are accustomed to.

Manitowoc County Annual Meeting Is a Success
There were 98 members and guests who attended to hear guest speaker 

WFBF Chief Administrator Officer Kim Pokorny. Kim shared an 
introduction of herself and some information on what is new at WFBF.

Brent Sinkula was re-elected as president at the re-organization 
meeting following the annual meeting. Vice president is Levi Bratt, 
secretary is Jenny Riederer, the treasurer is Michael Luebke and Delton 
Duchow as the member-at-large to make up the executive committee.
The Friend of Farm Bureau award was presented to Dave Hartlaub, long-
time Manitowoc County Farm Bureau board member. The Livestock 
Achievement Award was presented to the Vogel Family Farm. The county 
passed five local, one state and one federal resolution that moved to the 
WFBF Policy Development Committee for consideration.

Local
1.  We commend Vogel Family Farms, Guy and Kay Vogel, Marcus and 

Anita Vogel, JoAnn Vogel, Gabe Vogel and Ashley Grotegut, Amanda 
and Matt Linsmeier, for serving as the 2021 Manitowoc County 

Breakfast on the Farm Host Farm.
 2.  We support a full-time agriculture extension agent in Manitowoc 

County or a shared agent split between no more than two counties.
 3.  We support maintaining a 4-H extension agent in Manitowoc County.
 4.  We support mandatory enforcement of noxious week laws on land 

owned and maintained by the government, including town, county 
and state road right-of-ways.

 5.  We support increased funding for improvement of town and county 
roads, We support a construction standard for road longevity.

 
State
1.  We support all state indemnity payments be paid directly to producers, 

not to processors and not through processors.
 

Federal
1.  We support all federal indemnity payments be paid directly to 

producers, not to processors and not through processors.

Rosalie Geiger and Cheryl Duchow present the Friend of Farm Bureau award to Dave 
and Rosemary Hartlaub.

Brent Sinkula awarded the Livestock Achievement Award to Vogel Family Farm. The 
Vogels hosted the Manitowoc County Breakfast on the Farm. Accepting the award are 
(from left): Marcus and Anita Vogel, Guy Vogel, Gable Vogel and Amanda Linsmeier.

Welcome New Members
Thank you to those who worked on membership. Unfortunately, 

Manitowoc County Farm Bureau did not reach their voting goal for 
2021. We ended with a 23-voting member loss bringing us to 639 voting 
members and 1,122 total members. Welcome new members. 

Aurelia Aethyr, Peter Ahrens,* Logan Anderson, John Arkens,* Joshua 
Arnhoelter,* Sarah Balde,* Noretta Bastian,* Mark Baumann, Doreen 
Bessert,* Spencer Birkenstock, Diane Bonde,* Richard Bowden,* Camryn 
Braun, Benjamin Bressler, Fabian Carrillo, Kyle Christianson,* John 
Degner,* Janice Ducat,* Laura Duescher, Rocky Endries, Brad Engelbert,* 
Terry Evenson,* Carrie Flores, Jesse Freis, Stephen Freund, Andrew 
Goehring,* Doug Grotegut,* Jake Haag,* Jessy Hill,* Lyle Holschbach,* 
Alan H. Ihlenfeldt,* Ariel Johanek,* David Kalbert, Unlimited LLC, 
DBA Green Acres Lawn & Garden Center,* David Kappelman,* Scott 

Kautzer,* Ryan Kersten, Roger Kieselhorst,* Tayler King, Bryce Kish, 
Katie Koeppel,* Warren Krueger, Kevin Kumbalek, Mikael Larkins, Alex 
Leonhard,* Paige Lutze, Arnold Mancheski,* Matt Miller,* Starla O'brien, 
Wesley Owen, Olivia Pitz, Noah Poklinkoski, Erin Rank, Brandon J. 
Recore, Bill C. Reif,* Andy Resch,* Edward Reznichek,* Charles Riederer 
Jr.,* Eric Riesterer,* Teresa and Frank Roubal, Mitchel Ruzek, Bethany 
Schambureck, Cody Schamburek, Hunter Schamburek, Marann Schmidt, 
Hannah Schmitz,* Bill Schwerma,* Mark Schwoerer, Kyle Shepard, Paige 
Soukup,* Jacob Stemper,* Bruce Stetson,* Ryan Strutz,* Kora Tesarik, 
Thomas Vandeloo,* Jesse Vanne,* Zachary Vanvonderen, Jason C. Wagner, 
Jesse Wagner,* Kerry Walters, Jordan Wille, Windwalker Inc.,* Andrew 
Zellner and Jeffrey J. Zutz.* 
 
* Indicates voting member.
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Young Farmer and Agriculturist Update
By Stephanie Abts YFA Chair

Summer has sure flown by, and with that said a busy one as well. 
Throughout the summer, the Young Farmers and Agriculturists helped 

at Breakfast on the Farm hosted at Vogel Family Farms. We had beautiful 
weather and a good turnout for the beginning of June. 

Into July and August, the YFAs planned and hosted Kiddie 
Showmanship at the Manitowoc County Fair. We had 47 participants 
from preschool to second grade. During the event, we also had a tribute 
to the Randy Geiger Memorial Fund, where we handed out leather show 

halters in memory of Randy. For those of you who knew Randy, Kiddie 
Showmanship and youth programs were a passion of his. 

Thank you to the Geiger family for what you do to support Kiddie 
Showmanship and the Farm Bureau organization. 

In addition to Kidde Showmanship, many members also served food in 
the food stand. 

September brought not just beautiful weather, but also policy 
development and our annual meeting. 

I hope to see you at the WFBF Annual Meeting in December.

Year and Review From The Promotion and Education Committee 
By Cheryl Duchow and Rosalie Geiger, Promotion and Education Committee Co-Chairs 

The Manitowoc County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education 
Committee usually meets the third Thursday of each month at the Farm 
Bureau office in St. Nazianz at 8 p.m. 

On a few occasions through the year we do meet elsewhere. The Board 
of Directors meets at the same time, but the meetings are held separately. 
The main purpose of our committee is to promote agriculture, sponsor 
programs for youth involvement and raise money to fund these programs. 

Our new year begins with setting the budget for the year and election of 
officers. Our officers for the year were Cheryl Duchow and Rosalie Geiger 
serving as co-chairs, and Alice Petermann as our secretary. Along with 
these officers the rest of the committee consists of Wilma Rehbein, Mary 
Ann Rabitz, Terri Herrmann, Naomi Leonhard, Michelle Bratt, Ann 
Hutterer and Doreen Bessert.

Alice Petermann, our Ag in the Classroom coordinator made the 
Soybean Science Kit available to schools to use upon request. She sent 
notices to area schools regarding the many contests we sponsor. 

A coloring contest is offered to kindergarten through third grade. 
Fourth- and fifth-grade students can enter the essay contest and the 
winning essay from each county is then sent on to be judged on the state 

level. This year our top entry was sent to the state for consideration, so 
supplies for an ice cream party were delivered to her classroom. 

We had 186 coloring contest entries. We offered a first, second and 
third place in each of the two age categories. Some of the winning 
coloring contest entries from this past year have been used for our annual 
meeting program cover. We hosted a grill out to promote beef at the Farm 
Wisconsin Discovery Center. Also, each year a set of ag books is given to 
an elementary school in the county. This year they were given to Divine 
Savior in Kiel. In honor of June Dairy Month, our committee presented 
an agriculture book and a gift certificate from Pine River Dairy to the first 
June baby from each of the two hospitals. 

Our committee members helped at the Breakfast on the Farm, which 
was hosted by Vogel Family Farms. The weather was great, and we had 
4,300 in attendance for a great dairy breakfast. We crowned Cassie 
Zutz of rural Valders as our Miss Farm Bureau for 2021-2022, and also 
presented a $500 scholarship to Alex Kautzer. We set up a booth to 
display our annual activities. In August we helped with our fair food 
stand. We have had a very busy year, even though some of our activities 
were curtailed by COVID. 

We want to thank those who helped or participated in any way. We are 
again looking forward to another exciting year with Farm Bureau.
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Sheboygan County Annual Meeting
There were about 40 members and guests 

who attended this year’s annual meeting to 
hear guest speaker Rachel Gerbitz. Rachel 
shared information on the newly created 
position at WFBF and what efforts are being 
planned around the state.

Mark Schleicher was elected president at the 
re-organization meeting following the annual 
meeting. Vice-President is Luke Gartman, 
secretary/treasurer is John Fischer and Kathy 
Salm and Mark Ramel were elected to make 
up the executive committee. Board members 
elected to a three-year terms were Mark 
Schleicher and Mark Ramel. Tom Stemper 

was elected to a two-year term to replace Ryan Ernst on the board. Also, a 
by-law change was presented to the members to change the Sheboygan County 
Women’s Committee to the Sheboygan County Promotion and Education 
Committee. The by-law change passed.

The county passed eight state resolutions and one federal resolution that will 
move to the WFBF Policy Development Committee.

State
1.  We support grassroots, production farmer input in the decisions made in the 

FARM Program. (Dairy-Inspections)
2.  We oppose dairy supply management. (Dairy-Milk Production and Supply)
3.  We support the use of pipelines for the safe, cheap and efficient movement of 

fuels. (Energy-General)
4.  We oppose any increase in taxes related to the transfer or inheritance of the 

family farm. (Taxation-Estate Tax)
5.  We oppose ballot harvesting by third party organizations due to lack of ballot 

security and other issues. (General Government-Elections)
6.  We resolve that USDA institute an Animal ID Program with USDA paying 

1/3 state paying 1/3 and producer paying 1/3. (Livestock-Animal Identification 
System)

7.  We support that trailers or trucks loaded in the field be exempt from axel 
weight if the gross weight is within the total limit. (Transportation-Vehicle 
Weight)

8.  We support reinstating the behind the wheel driver's test. (Transportation-
License)

Federal
1.  We resolve that USDA institute an Animal ID Program with USDA paying 

1/3 state paying 1/3 and producer paying 1/3.

Promotion and Education Committee Starts
New committee, new opportunities.
In October at the annual meeting, members passed a by-law change to change 

the Women’s Committee to a Promotion and Education Committee. 
This change allows for any Farm Bureau members to join the committee. 
Are you passionate about agriculture and sharing the story of farmers and how 

food is produced? 
Volunteers are needed on this new committee. The committee will organize 

this year’s Classroom on the Farm as well as have an opportunity to come up 
with new and exciting programming. 

If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact District 6 
Coordinator Becky Salm at 920.253.5303 or bsalm@wfbf.com.

Thank you for your interest and support.

The speaker was WFBF Director of 
Sustainability Communications and 
Partnerships Rachel Gerbitz. 

Sheboygan County wfbf.com/about/counties/sheboygan
SheboyganCountyFarmBureau

Welcome New Members
Thank you to those who worked hard on membership this 

year. Unfortunately Sheboygan County Farm Bureau did 
not reach their membership goal but did sign 18 new voting 
members and 37 new associate members to end the year with 
402 voting members and 923 total members. Welcome new 
members.
 
Brandi Barnett,* William P. Bierl, Taylor Birkenstock, Denise 
M. Bohlman, Andrew Bulitz,* Lisa Desmidt,* Jalen Ten 
Dolle, East Town Condo Association, Joseph Eder, Jeff Elgin, 
Jess Fenske,* Thomas Gilbert, Jason Gillman, Kaitlyn Gross, 
James Hill, Paul Hoeft Jr., Howard Holland, Jill Huenink,* 
Scott Jeanette, Sarah C. Jensen,* Leon G. Jump, Douglas Koll, 
Zachary Kraus, Melody Kuether, Joseph Kwiatkowski, Jacob 
Levsen, Matt Limberg,* M&C Automotive, Mark F. McMullen,* 
Scott Meinnert,* Tyler R. Meinnert,* James Meyer,* David 
Oberreich,* Holly Oberreich,* Gina Olson, Dakota Orvis, 
Joseph J. Roltgen,* Trever Roesel, Schmidt's Landscaping LLC, 
Ronald Schoenenberger, David Schreurs,* Erica Spatz,* Dustin J. 
Strack,* Chester L. Tadych,* Amber Tellez, Stuart J. Ten Haken,* 
Neil Teunissen,* Sawyer Teunissen, Susan Teunissen, Teresa Van 
Horn, Nathan Waas, Joseph G. Weiler, Verlin Wicker and John 
Wiley.* 

* Indicates voting member.

Pecan Pie Bars
Ingredients
1/2 cup butter
2/3 cup brown sugar
2 egg yolks
1 tsp. vanilla
1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. baking soda

Topping 
1/4   cup butter 

melted, cooled
4 eggs, beaten
1 cup corn syrup
1 tsp. vanilla
1 cup chocolate chips
1 1/2 cup chopped pecans

Instructions
1.  Preheat the oven to 350 

degrees.
2. Cream butter and sugar.
3.  Beat in egg yolks and 

vanilla.
4.  Combine flour, baking 

powder, salt and baking 
soda, gradually add until 
crumbly.

5.  Pat into 13 by 9 inch 
greased baking pan.

6. Bake at 350 degrees for 12-14 minutes. 
7. Remove from oven and cool.
8.  While the crust is cooling, combine melted butter, corn syrup, 

beaten eggs and vanilla.
9. Stir in chocolate chips and pecans.
10. Pour over cooled crust.
11. Bake for 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes.
12. Remove from oven and cool before cutting.
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DOING BUSINESS WITH 
RURAL MUTUAL HAS NEVER 

BEEN EASIER!

Visit our website to: 
• Find safety resources
• Learn about insurance trends
• Report a claim
• Request a quote 
• Reach out to your agent


