








Portage County i
Cournoyer, Agricultural Education Instructor, Auburndale High School

Dear farmers and friends of Mill Creek Watershed, sent an o cial Wisconsin ‘ ank
As an Agricultural Education instructor of 21 years at Auburndale Mgl cheese box from Nasonvill
School, | have some unique insight about the Farmers of Mill Creek Waisrsimebtwo students brought -
(FMCW) and how your endeavors inspire our youth to get active in thiedr péevater back Memorial Day S-S
communities. weekend. .
is group's outreach to schools has been a bene t to schools through@uinter-seeder is a six-row
central Wisconsin. When the group invited our agriculture classes to fdargartthat has three disk ope
of its December meeting and cover crop bus tours, the opportunity tpengagerow that drop seed
students with producers was a situation we jumped at. between rows and incorporatest
As our district lies within the Mill Creek Watershed, | wanted to surasufgtou were seeding. e seed
my students with in uences that incorporate the FMCW's aggressiverarodsa hydraulic drive operated§
into their lives. e cover crop eld days that were put on by the FMCWya precision controller that we \
farmers and students allowed teachers from central Wisconsin to takeatibrdtadgor speed as we did r’ir_se dina into con
of all abilities to see cover crop innovations. have a GPS Globe to communicate 9 ’
In particular, three students with physical disabilities were able to with the hydraulic drive.
participate and accommodations were made so that students were ablmtordeefor the students to run trials side by side, we divided the large
and hear in real-time what Extension and seed professionals had to lsay.and placed spring barley on one side and winter rye on the other. C
Our students talked to the farmer group about our classroom consemadtergrains were a mix of rapeseed, radish and crimson clover on on
e orts. is task allowed for several of my students to speak to a grougatithtapeseed, radish and red clover on the other.
wasn't their peers about topics they were passionate about including: grétigiencent of the seed cost was covered by the Farmers of Mill Cree
ag, working with a forester on timber stand improvement and wetlantiVatershed Project DATCP Grant and the rest generously donated by Ja
delineation. Inc.

ese students were given the opportunity to hone their public speakifigals were conducted in our sun ower patch at the Auburndale Schoc
skills, and for the rst time, engage with adults about endeavors that Barest with additional trials in Milladore along Mill Creek and U.S.
classes were pushing in conservation. Highway 10.

e FMCW made sure that our students had access to the Mill CreekPlanting took place when corn was in the V2-V6 stage with one trial
no-till drill so that we were able to plant cover crops in our school forbsing seeded right after planting. Students obviously enjoyed planting w
test plots. Students worked with Mid-State Technical College faculty tbe tractor provided by Swiderski Implement, but also worked with Samr
demonstrate how to calibrate a grain drill and mix and plant cover créfzsriman, agronomist from Jay-Mar who assisted with seed mixing and
our district's eld within walking distance of our high school building. procurement.

is spring members of the FMCW spoke to our class at our school f@asients will present their ndings at the winter meeting of FMCW. e
shelter on the topic of cover crops and their importance of keeping siitesrstierler will be available, with seeding recommendations to you if y
farm. Students carried out feasibility studies with their own farming preetiesi®d in pursuing this method of soil conservation.
and used a variety of website tools and apps to calculate seed requireradfltdCW outreach e orts have inspired teachers to participate and
costs per acre and equipment that would be needed to conduct smalhsogb@rate conservation e orts into classrooms throughout the watersht
trials. As we look forward to the new school year, we are eager to continue 1

We had the intention of building an inter-seeder, but upon researclsgjre students in the stewardship of the organization.
came upon a farmer in lowa who built a seeder with a grain drill box and
a cultivator tool bar. After comparing ideas, he o ered his planter to us &sicerely,
he had switched to grazing from row crops and no longer used the plaierkl Cournoyer, Ag Education Instructor, Auburndale High School
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Price County

From The President
Dan Berg

€3 PriceCountyFarmBureau

Price County Farm Bureau President

Most of you reading this already know that on March 11, many Price
County dairy farmers received a stomach turning phone call.

They were informed that in 4 1/2 days they would no longer be able to
ship their milk. In the blink of an eye 11 small businesses, 11 farms, 11
families were seemingly on the brink of closing their doors or dumping
milk until a feasible solution could be found.

It was a long three days for many, making phone calls, sending emails
and gathering and sharing information to find a solution that would keep
these farms producing milk while maintaining the structural integrity of
the county roads.

.
@ wifbf.com/about/counties/price

Thankfully, the Price County Highway commissioner and the
processing plant came to an agreement that allows farmers to ship milk
uninterrupted and allows the hauler to travel the best routes and haul the
milk produced, while staying within permitted weight limits.

We want to thank those who supported these farm families during this
time of uncertainty.

We also want to thank the Price County Highway Committee and
commissioner as well as Mullins Cheese for coming together and finding a
solution that was mutually beneficial for all those involved.

Hopefully, this will serve as a great example of how coming together
with facts and clear communication can create mutually beneficial
solutions for those involved.

Taylor County
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Meet: Ericand Rebecca Zuleger, Owners of We Grow and Taylor County Members

By Rob Klussendorf, Taylor County Farm Bureau President

The farming couple started their produce operation in 2014 after
10 years in the mink industry and a stale fur market forced either
diversification or an exit from farming.

With the most valuable product from the mink farm being nitrogen
heavy manure, they shifted to vegetables. After two growing seasons,
the mink were replaced with varying livestock and the farm has fully
transitioned to local food production.

From the beginning, their farming practices have aligned to USDA
organic regulations with the plan to be certified after three years.

“As we have developed relationships with our customers and brought
more and more people out to the farm to learn about our growing
techniques, we have yet to put the USDA stamp on our booth. People
trust us, they have embraced our transparency. Getting to know your
grower is a great way to find out how your food is being grown.”

This season, We Grow will have roughly seven acres in production. The
farm relies on the help of part-time employees and nine worker shares,
or folks who help with the seeding, weeding, harvesting, washing and
packaging in exchange for a weekly share of produce.

“The people working on the farm are the backbone of our operation.
They treat the harvest like their own and most importantly, share their
farming experience with others.”

About a third of all produce grown goes out to the farm's CSA
membership. CSA or community supported agriculture has become
synonymous for weekly farm subscription. Members pick up their weekly
boxes from the farm or the farmers market. They receive eight to 12 items
that are in season on the farm that week from early June to late October.

Another third goes to farmers markets where customers choose what
they want, when they want. This includes custom market CSA members
who prepay for a set amount and receive an incentive. The remainder goes
out to wholesale accounts. Products include vegetables, pasture-raised
pork, handmade soaps and eggs.

You will find We Grow at the Medford Farmers Markets on Saturdays
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon during the growing season. Tuesdays they attend
the downtown Medford market from 1 to 5 p.m. For more details, visit
wegrowfoods.com.

With 8,100 square feet of season extension growing spaces, they offer a
wide range of produce as early as the first week of May through the final

weeks of October at the farmers markets.

For northern customers, We Grow produce is offered weekly through
Northwoods Farm Share serving Minoqua, Rhinelander, Eagle River,
Mercer and Manitowish Waters. The farm also is featured at Wildberry
market in Minoqua.

When you buy from a family operation, your money stays in our area.
And your purchase goes towards much more than just local food.

The farmers at We Grow take pride in a high level of community
outreach including educational farm tours and work days, taking the farm
to the classroom, and making donations to educational gardens.

“This is what it means to be a community supported farm. When our
community supports us, we in turn give back to our community.”

Ui
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TAYLOR COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, MEDFORD Wis.
Entry fees: $30 by May 1, $50 after May 1 to 9 a.m. on show day
Jackpot Showmanship for ages 8-21 — $10 entry fee — 100% payback
Grounds open Friday evening at 5 p.m. | Weigh-in Saturday 7-9 a.m.

~ SHOW STARTS AT 10 AM. e i
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS &
* Youth Education Clinics on Friday at 6 p.m. STEER & HEIFER: )
__» Cash prizes for top 3 showmen & top 3 steers & heifers sam CASH /]

* Concessions & beer stand open Friday & Saturday

« Camping available: call 715-965-0200 for details

« Silent Auction

* Profiles Show Supply on site. .
__» Farm Bureau'’s Steak & Egg Breakfast served 7:30-10:30 am 2

RESERVE CHAMPIONS:
$200 CASH 4

THIRD OVERALL:
$I00 CASH -

-Y

ion contact Scott Brandner, show chair, at 715-965-1192.

ilable. For more inf

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus




Taylor County

From the Presidents Desk
5 Rob Klussendorf

Taylor County Farm Bureau President

All of us wear a variety of hats. Sometimes
we pick them up and sometimes we leave them
behind.

The fact of the matter is with less and less of
us involved in production agriculture, we need
to make sure we are providing a hat rack for
everyone to join the conversation and just be there to support the industry
we love.

To help carry this point home. I want to talk about the Ag Venture Tent
at the county fair.

Until eight years ago, this was ran strictly by Taylor County Farm
Bureau. It became too costly for us to run on our own. Which led me to
reaching out to the Taylor County Dairy Promotion Committee and the
fair.

Little did I realize me trying to bring the program back, make it bigger
and better than before would lead me to picking up another hat.

Reaching out for help led me to becoming more involved with our
county fair and with the Dairy Promotion Committee.

I would like to say that helped alleviate the struggles of the Ag
Adventure Tent but it didn’t. We still had the financial support but lacked
the manpower to make it happen. That’s when I reached out to the FFA
chapter, which led me to wearing another hat, as a Medford FFA Alumni
member.

Thankfully, this hat came with manpower to help make our vision a
reality and some new energy to make it even better.

With less than 2% of us out there we need to make sure we are all

° wfbf.com/about/counties/taylor
E1 TaylorCountyFarmBureau

doing our part to put our best foot
forward helping others understand
our industry.

At times I think we need to forget
about all the hats and stand together
to make sure we are doing the right
things for the right reasons.

Taylor Ceunty Fair

dford. Wisconsin
S 7 9N EST 1883

I share all of this to note how
proud I am to be a part of Taylor
County Farm Bureau and its efforts
to ensure that we do just that.

Opver the next few months you will see us out and about doing our part
to ensure that the next generation knows where their food comes from
and meet some of the people that help make it possible.

On May 6, we will be presenting to the fourth-grader students at
Medford schools in the morning and in the afternoon working with
teachers on C.O.W.S., Celebrating Our Wisconsin Specialties, where
there will be a variety of presenters sharing what they do.

Next up will be our May 15 Steak and Egg Breakfast from 7:30 to
10:30 a.m. at the Northwoods Premier Beef Show.

After that, you will find us on June 12 at the Taylor County Town
and Country Dairy Breakfast, June 17-19, Gilman Dairy Days and July
28-31 at the Taylor County Fair.

We welcome you to join in on the fun and do your part to support
Taylor County agriculture.

Taylor County Farm Bureau is proud to announce we are offering a
$500 scholarship for area youth pursing higher education.

For more information and an application, please visit
wibf.com/about/counties/taylor.

From The President’s Cab
Josh Calaway

Wood County Farm Bureau President
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Changes to Soil Sample
Services

The UW Soil and Forage Laboratory in

You can’t escape it; it's everywhere you turn. It doesn’t matter if you
are firing up your truck in the morning, turning on the milk house or
heading out for morning coffee clutch. The amount of negative news we
pick up or just hear in passing, it takes a toll.

With the rising cost of fuel and inputs, I often find myself wondering
how we, the agriculture community, will continue to produce and remain profitable. I worry about
what that is going to do to the mental health of our farmers as they continue to struggle to hold
on to their family’s multi-generational farms.

My wife and I have often joked that we are not alcoholics but instead ag-holics, we both work
out to support our dream of farming. The sad truth is so many in the agriculture world are in the
same boat it is more common now to see one or both spouses working off the farm to provide the
cash flow needed to make things work. I can only see this happening more and more.

In the past we, your county Farm Bureau, banded together and hosted #FarmerTalk sessions
focused on how and where you can save money when you are on track to have more month than
money. Is this something we need to bring back? What do we need to help you weather this storm?

To me losing one more farmer is one too many — I want you to know that we are here to help.
If you have an idea for policy, we would love to hear it, if you have an idea for an event or heck, if
you just need someone to talk to, we are here because at the end of the day, we get it. We are out
there just like you are, doing our best to juggle the negative news, the high inputs and fighting to
keep our dreams alive.

Spring Edition

Marshfield has closed and all UW soil samples
are being processed at the Madison laboratory.
Due to this, the Extension Wood County
office will no longer be accepting soil samples.
Staff apologizes for any inconvenience this

may cause.

While we are not able to accept soil samples
locally, we have submission forms for the UW
Soil and Forage Laboratory available in our
office.

Customers will be responsible for shipping
soil samples to Madison at 4702 University
Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin 53705.

If you are in need of assistance interpreting
your test results or have any questions, please
contact the laboratory at 715.421.8440.

If customers want to use a different facility,
visit uwlab.soils.wisc.edu.
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We understand that accidents happen. You can count on our local claims adjusters
to support you and help rebuild following an unintended loss.

Visit RuralMutual.com to learn more and find a local agent near you.
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