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Members Present to PAS Group

By Erin Mullett, YFA chair

Save the Date: Annual YFA Bean Bag Night

By Erin Mullett, Green County Young Farmer and Agriculturist Chair

This spring, Green County
Farm Bureau members Erin
Mullett of Compeer Financial, Ben
Huber of Insight FS and Carmen
Montgomery of the Argyle School
District spent time speaking with
the Professional Agricultural
Students (PAS) Club at Blackhawk Technical College in Monroe. Topics
ranged from careers in crop insurance, agricultural lending and agronomy,
to existing programs for young and beginning farmers as well as hot topics
in agriculture, such as carbon credits and potential impact to the industry.

Erin, Ben and Carmen shared their personal experiences within Farm
Bureau and discussed how the PAS group members could start by getting
involved with some of the upcoming county and district level activities.

It was a great experience for members Erin, Ben and Carmen to connect
with the next generation of agricultural leaders.

Date: Tuesday, July 26

Time: 6 p.m.

Location: Scott Timm’s Shop

Address: W6010 Melvin Road, Monroe

Come join the Green County Farm Bureau YFA for a relaxed,
fun night of burgers, brats and bags.
Connect with YFA members, learn about
upcoming opportunities for involvement
and show off those corn hole skills.

All current and prospective District 2
YFA members are welcome.

RSVP to YFA Chair Erin Mullett at
815.990.5496 and follow Green County
Farm Bureau on Facebook for more

details leading up to the event.

WEFBF Hosts IGNITE Conference

By Brooke Trustem, Rock County Young Farmer and Agriculturist Chair
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In March, I had the privilege of attending the IGNITE Conference in
Stevens Point and dare I say, it truly ignited my goals for 2022 and what I
hope to accomplish personally and professionally with Farm Bureau.

I attended sessions focused on sustainability and membership
involvement. WFBF Director of Sustainability Communications and
Partnerships Rachel Gerbitz shared an inspiring message on how we can
talk about sustainability and what our personal message is, mine being
“As a sixth-generation farmer, I want to continue our farm for another
six generations.” Later that evening, we heard from Dave Daniels, WFBF
Vice-President, about his time with Wisconsin Farm Bureau. Later we
enjoyed a comedy performance.

The Saturday general session was focused on volunteering Farm Bureau
VIPs. We learned from Robin Kinney, Membership and Marketing
Director, Minnesota Farm Bureau, about how we can engage our VIDPs
in service and committee work and encouraged us to think beyond our
normal perception of a Farm Bureau member.

I attended two breakout sessions on Saturday focused on recruiting
members and YFA involvement in general. Experienced membership
superstars shared their strategies on how they have recruited members
to their county Farm Bureaus and where we should start ourselves. In
the YFA session, we discussed how to keep events simple and inviting to
anyone interested in Farm Bureau. By keeping it more low-key, we are
able to have a casual conversation about benefits of Farm Bureau and
opportunities new members can truly get out of joining our organization.

Thank you to the WEBF staff for putting together such a fabulous event.

Farm Bureau Offers $500 Scholarships

The Rock County Farm Bureau will offer student scholarship
applications for members and member’s children who are at least in
their second year of college or technical school.

Scholarship funds are raised through sales at the Rock County Farm
Bureau food stand at the Rock County 4-H Fair. The applicant, or a
member of the applicant’s family, must work in the Rock County Farm
Bureau food stand at the 2022 Rock County 4-H Fair in order to be
eligible for scholarship.

Scholarship applications are available on the website at
wibf.com/about/counties/rock or from Stacy Skemp at
skemps@milton.k12.wi.us. Applications must be submitted by Aug. 15.

For more information or questions, please contact Stacy Skemp at
skemps@milton.k12.wi.us or message on Facebook at Rock County
Farm Bureau.

Annual Meeting Set For September 26

By Mary Hookham, Rock County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting Chair

Date: Monday, Sept. 26
Time: Mixer and Registration - 6 p.m.
Dinner - 7 p.m.
Call to Order - 7:45 p.m.
Location: The Barn on Prairie, 5828 S. County Road G, Janesville

After receiving rave reviews about The Barn on Prairie after last
year’s annual meeting, members will again enjoy an evening there with
speaker Corey Geiger.

Corey is managing editor of Hoard’s Dairyman magazine and a local
author.

As the business meeting is called to order, the board will hold its
annual board of director election, WFBF delegate selection, affiliate
reports, policy development discussion and other items of business.

Formal postcard invitation to come in August.

Rock County Farm Bureau Board of Directors hope to see you.

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus
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Policy Development Discussion Scheduled
for August 17

By Kirk Leach, Rock County Farm Bureau Policy Development Chair

The Rock County Farm Bureau policy

development committee will meet at 7 p.m. on (> 7
3610 S. LaPrairie Town Hall Road, Janesville. é @ﬂ%
The purpose of the meeting will be to propose g 0@
KB
Farm Bureau and American Farm Bureau policy S%Q; :%z
books. Please come with thoughts and concerns o
affecting your farm or agriculture in general.
The WEBF Policy Book is available in hard copy from me or visit

Wednesday, Aug. 17, at the LaPrairie Grange Hall,

and discuss additions and changes to the Wisconsin

on such topics as solar projects, watershed management and issues
wibf.com/policy/policy-development.

There will be a limited number of copies available at the meeting.

Fair Food Stand Plea for Help

By Ed Hookham, Rock County Farm Bureau Food Stand Chair

Hooray, the fair is coming. Preparations are being made for the Rock
County Farm Bureau food stand at the Rock County 4-H Fair and we
need your help. The fair will be Tuesday, July 26, through Sunday, July 31.

We need volunteers for multiple shifts. Shifts will run from 10 a.m.- 4
p.m. and 4-10 p.m. with a few people needed earlier and later to open and
close. We need eight to 10 people per shift.

The shifts are shorter this year with hopes of fitting into busy schedules
better.

If you have a group that wants
to take a full shift, talk to me about
compensation. We are happy to
help your group make money by
helping our group. Contact me at
608.751.3005 or jndsfeed@gmail.com.

Thanks, and see you at the fair.

Sauk County § atamidanim

A Message from the President
Mike Turner

Sauk County Farm Bureau President

Hello, Sauk County Farm Bureau member.

It sure has been an interesting start to 2022.
The cold weather sure has put a damper on
everything, and the wind hasn’t helped either.
On the bright side we are finally getting some
moisture in the ground.

As many of you already know, this year has been rough on my family
and farm with are machine shed fire back in January. I want to thank
everyone who reached out during the weeks that followed asking if we
needed anything and to everyone who donated to the fire fund that my
sister and cousin set up.

When an event like this happens it really makes you sit back and
reflect on memories from the past and to reflect on how supportive your
community really is. For me the memories of riding with my grandpa on
the tractors he bought new, including the first tractor ever on this farm,
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to many stories being shared about my dad with the tough 1066 he used
to pull. All these memories/stories bring a smile but also a tear for the
sentimental values being gone.

The other thing to remember is we are lucky to be in Sauk County.
Some days we might think farmers stand alone, but in reality, we have a
number of community members who stand right beside us without us
even knowing it. Again, I want to say THANK YOU to everyone who
reached out or donated. It really means the world to my family.

Now, on to more important Farm Bureau items that I want to get
out. The county board has been watching what the Land Resources
Department has been doing. We have heard of some farmers having
trouble with the Chapter 26 rule with the way they are being enforced.

If you are having problems with the department, please contact a board
member to share your concern. We have built a working relationship with
the committee and county board members, which is great.

In closing, I again want to thank you on behalf of my family, hope you
had a great spring and if you have any concerns in the county relating to
agriculture, please reach out.

FFA Farm Forum Sponsorships Awarded

Baraboo FFA and River Valley FFA members shared their FFA Farm Forum experience at a
board meeting.

Summer Edition

Sauk County Farm Bureau helped sponsor FFA members to participate in FFA Farm
Forum held in February. Board directors are pictured with Baraboo FFA and River Valley
FFA members they supported.
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Hey Kids,

It’s time to find ahd conhnhect the dots.
What shape is it When you figure it out
enjoy some dairy products including milk,
cheese, yogurt, butter or ... ice Cream.

America's Dairyland

Wisconsin is America's Dairyland..and a leader in
the production of top-quality milkl Do you know more
cheese and butter come from Wisconsin than any other
state in America?? What does Wisconsin look like?
Connect the dots and see.
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Sauk County Farm Bureau Scholarship Recipients Announced

2 Nolan Culbertson, Sun Prairie
Currently, I am a second semester freshman at Lincoln

Memorial University in Harrogate, Tennessee, pursuing my
bachelor’s degree in conservation biology. In addition to my
studies, I'm also a starter on the university’s lacrosse team as
a defenseman. In my spare time, I enjoy hunting, fishing and
cleaning up natural areas. I'm looking forward to acquiring
the knowledge at the university level and applying it to my

Ethan Hillebrand, Lone Rock 11|
I’'m a senior attending River Valley High School. Activities
that I've been involved in are fall/spring trap for six years,
FFA for five years, football for four years, track for three years,
basketball for one year and wrestling for one year. Throughout
these activities I've learned skills, including leadership,
teamwork and accountability. I'm an employee at Prem
Meats & Catering in Spring Green, my hometown. At Prem
Meats my job involves take and bakes, assembling Traeger
Grills and packaging. Something I enjoy doing is raising pigs
and goats on my grandpa's farm along with my family. My
family and I attended multiple fairs to compete with our livestock that we raised. 'm
enrolled at Southwest Wisconsin Technical College where I will be in the Electrical Power
Distribution Program. Post college I plan to do an apprenticeship to become a telephone
lineman or electrical lineman.

future employment to make a difference in our natural world.

Rachel Lichte, Baraboo
My name is Rachel
Lichte, and I'm a
junior at UW-Madison
studying genetics and
genomics and life sciences
communication. I grew
up in Baraboo, but my
dad’s side of the family
(Dan Lichte) lives in
Reedsburg, owning and
operating DLichte Family
Farm. There I spent many
weekends and summer days helping my dad, uncles
and grandpa with feeding the calves and keeping them
company in the tractor. After coming to college, the values
and experiences that I learned on the farm stuck with me
and gave me a perspective on agriculture unique to many
of my peers who did not grow up helping on a farm. A
strong work ethic has given me the drive to complete
my goals of one day becoming a genetic counselor in the
future. This scholarship will help me fund my continuing
education.

Congratulations scholarship reciplents!

wfbf.com/countyfarmbureaus
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Dana Westedt reviewed the essay topic
‘What's popping in Wisconsin?’ with
fourth-grade students at Pine Ridge
intermediate school.

The students were excited about the
wheel of agriculture, Ag Trivia.

Merrimac Charter School is weaving yarn.
One of the students made a little purse.

55 Read quietly!

Fun day at St. Luke’s School in Plain with
the Wheel of Agriculture, Ag Trivia. They
were all winners and received halos and
apples.

Teacher Jenna McCann poured the sap
that was collected into a pitcher.

Wanted: Fair Food Stand Volunteers

By Brady Peper, Sauk County Farm Bureau Fair Food Stand Chair

Hi, my name is Brady Peper and I'm the new
chair for the Sauk County Farm Bureau food stand
committee. I have been on our county board for five
years and serve as the county YFA chair and local
affairs committee chair. 'm looking forward and
want to make this first year a smooth transition for all
involved. We are looking for volunteers to help work
the food stand at the Sauk County Fair. The fair runs from July 11-17. Each day is split
into two shifts from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 4:30 to 10 p.m.

If you want to volunteer, please contact me at 608.415.3752. Thank you for your Farm
Bureau involvement and I look forward to hearing from you.

Annual Meeting Set For August 25

Please join us in conducting

our Sauk County Farm Bureau
annual meeting. ;
Date: Thursday, Aug. 25 =

Time: Registration - 6:30 p.m., Dinner - 7 p.m.
Location: Granite Hills Farm, LLC
E7187 County Road W, Rock Springs

There will be a free catered meal. Remember to get
your reservation in promptly when you receive your
postcard invitation in July.

Sponsor Presence at Flapjacks for Farmers

By Tommy Brennan, Sauk County Farm Bureau Vice President

The Baraboo FFA Chapter hosted its third annual Flapjacks for
Farmers and Friends breakfast on Feb. 19, dine-in or drive-thru style
in front of Baraboo High School.

‘The breakfast included pancakes, sausage, eggs and cheese for $4.
Donations were split between the farmers in Kentucky for help after
the tornados, and to the Baraboo Fire Department for grain bin
entrapment training.

Sauk County Farm Bureau had a table and presence during the
breakfast, and it was hosted by Vice President Tommy Brennan,
Treasurer Galen Alwin and Promotion and Education Chair Kat Peper.
Brady Peper, YFA chair, joined later in the morning to round out those
who participated. We had a very nice display explaining what Farm
Bureau does locally, statewide and nationally.

We had several members visit with us at the booth, and we believe
our presence there will lead to future new members.

Summer Edition

Bureau

FEDEBATION

As a sponsor of Baraboo FFA's Flapjacks for Farmers, Sauk County Farm Bureau board
members Galen Alwin, Kat Peper and Tommy Brennan set up a display during the event.
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MILLION TO BE
. PRID OUT IN 2022

For the sixth year in a row, we are rewarding our farm policyholders for their
commitment to Wisconsin agriculture through our Farm Dividend Program.

Learn how you may qualify for up to a 9% dividend at RuralMutual.com/farmdividend

FF= Rural Mutual

Insurance Company




