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Multi-County YFA Events Held in the District 
By Kellie Zahn, Shawano County Farm Bureau YFA Chair

This winer, we are so glad that we could get back to meeting with our Young Farmer and 
Agriculturist (YFA) group. 

We have had a couple events where we have been joining YFA groups from other 
counties. It has been great to get to know and have fun with our neighbors.

Our first event this winter was our Curling and Pizza Social with Shawano and Waupaca 
counties. There were lots of laughs and plenty of sliding on the ice to get a hang of this 
sport. It was great to form a new appreciation for curling after watching at the Olympics 
this winter, and wow, it takes a lot more muscle control than I would have thought. I think 
it is safe to say that none of us will be on the next Olympic team, but maybe with enough 
practice we will be ready for 2030.

In March, the Shawano County YFA joined with Waupaca County, Outagamie County 
and Oconto County YFAs for an afternoon of bowling. This was a family-fun event where 
parents and children enjoyed trying their best hand at bowling. We had fun bowling a 
couple of games and of course enjoyed some pizza after. It was great to visit with friends 
from other counties.

We are planning a farm tour or orchard tour later this summer or early fall, so check 
your inbox for more information on our next event. Do you want to join us for our next 
YFA event? Send a message with your contact information to kellie.behnke@gmail.com. I 
will get you on our mailing lists.

On March 4, 55 District 7 YFA members joined the 
same number of District 6 members to take in a 
Green Bay Gamblers hockey game and enjoy pizza.

On Feb. 12, Shawano County and Waupaca County YFA members had fun learning the sport of curling.

On March 27, 35 YFA members from Oconto,  
Outagamie, Shawano and Waupaca counties 
gathered for a district bowling and pizza party.

District Director Report 
Brian Preder
District 7 WFBF Board Representative

Spring has been a bit 
slow to arrive this year, but 
District 7 members have 
been busy since the new 
year with Ag Day at the 
Capitol, FFA Farm Forum, 
IGNITE Conference and 

county Farm Bureau activities.
In January, members spent a day in Madison for 

Ag Day at the Capitol. They heard about legislation 
including Truth in Labeling Bills, Wildlife Damage, 
Farmer-Led Initiatives and from the governor. The 
afternoon walk to the Capitol was cold and windy, but 
worth every step, to meet with legislators and voice 
the needs of Wisconsin agriculture. 

IGNITE, which is an acronym for Innovate, Grow, 
Network, Inform, Train, Engage is a conference to 
strengthen our county Farm Bureaus and members. 
During the two-day conference members learned 
about topics ranging from communicating for 
agriculture to policy issues and everything in 
between. IGNITE gives members the opportunity to 
network and learn about other county Farm Bureaus’ 
challenges and successes.

Your WFBF Board is continuing to build 
relationships with our agriculture partners. We met 
with Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin to learn about its 
programming, how check off dollars are used and how 
it is building relationships with processors and buyers 
to promote Wisconsin cheese.

We also attended the Yahara Pride Farms Watershed 
(located in central Dane County) Annual Meeting.

During the meeting we heard about research 
conducted at Ohio State University and updates on 
the positive impact the watershed’s farmers have made 
during the last year. Yahara Pride Farms is not the only 
farmer-led watershed in Wisconsin. These farmer-led 
watersheds show the importance of the farmer-led 
model and the positive impact it has on our water.

With an economic impact of more than $100 
billion to the state’s economy, it’s important to 
continue building relationships and sharing the needs 
of Wisconsin agriculture at the state and local levels. 
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Humor Corner
By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator

What is your occupation if 
you get fired BEFORE you go to work? An Astronaut

Two silkworms had a race, but they ended up in a tie.

The trouble with being punctual is that there’s never 
anyone there to appreciate it.

Beware of half-truths. You may have gotten hold of the 
wrong half.

Doing something “good enough” is better than doing 
nothing perfectly.

Psychology is the study of how to pull a habit out of a rat. 
Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?

What has four legs and says, “Boo”? a cow with a head 
cold.

If a person smashed a clock, could they be convicted of 
killing time? Not if they could prove the clock struck first!
 
Forbidden fruit creates many jams.

A little old lady was mailing a large Bible to her family. 
The postal clerk asked, “Is there anything breakable in this 
package, ma’am?” “Only The Ten Commandments,” she 
replied.

District 7 YFA Report
Jake and Jenifer Hoewisch
YFA Committee Representatives

The month of March was a 
busy one in District 7. 

On March 4, we had 55 
members from District 7 and 55 
members from District 6 attend 
a Gamblers hockey game in 
Green Bay. 

After watching an intense 
game of hockey, we gathered at the D-2 sports pub next to the 
Resch Center for pizza and soda. 

We had a great turnout and enjoyed the time talking with 
people in person.

On March 27, members from Outagamie, Waupaca, Oconto 
and Shawano counties got together at the New London Lanes 
for a family fun-filled afternoon of bowling, pizza and a lot of 
conversation. 

We had about 35 adults and children attend the event. We 
had about a 1:1 ratio of adults to children. 

It was nice to see the next generation of Farm Bureau, all 
enjoying themselves, too.

If you have questions, please contact one of us.

District 7 Promotion and Education Report 
Brittney Muenster
District 7 WFBF P&E Committee Representative

It's been a busy year for the Promotion and 
Education Committee so far.

Our committee created goals focused on providing 
resources to our members specific to consumer 
engagement and communication at our January 
planning meeting. Since then, we've continued to 
provide insight with our 'Table Talk' page in WFBF's 

Rural Route. 
In March, we finally had an in-person IGNITE Conference in Stevens Point. 
The Promotion and Education Committee provided a high energy experience 

with the 'Game Show Spectacular' workshop. The workshop was centric to 
our goals for showing members how engagement can be fun and informative, 
providing facts that could be chosen, True or False in a game show style. 

Looking ahead in early summer, I'll be presenting District 7 with a Mini Boot 
Camp experience. We will tour local ag businesses to learn about raw product 
processing and farm retail stores. These tours will help us better understand what 
goes into processing commodities into a finished retail ready product. We also 
will have discussions and exercises on effective customer communication.

Phew, so much to do. I look forward to seeing you as it dries out.
Don't forget to share your springtime farm stories on social media. Others love 

to see what farmers do.

Farm to School Foods Database Available
By David Lee Schneider AS., BS., MS., PAS. AmeriCorps Farm to School Educational Specialist, 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Howard-Suamico School District and Oconto County 
Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom Chair

The AmeriCorps Farm to School team 
lead by Director Kara Ignasiak has created 
a valuable resource, Wisconsin Local Foods 
Database (LFD).

It is a project of the AmeriCorps Farm 
to School Program, which is funded by 
AmeriCorps the federal agency, the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction and schools 
and non-profits in Wisconsin.

In 2018, Megan Wise, an AmeriCorps Farm to School service member, 
created the LFD to help facilitate sustained relationships between farms 
and schools. Over time, the program evolved to fill the need to share 
the LFD as a public resource to connect Wisconsin farmers and schools 
around the state.

The Wisconsin Local Foods Database connects local farmers to local 
school nutrition directors and communities. The LFD was launched as a 
public tool in early 2021.

The database contains detailed information on farms throughout 
Wisconsin in order to help school nutrition directors or community 
members easily find and maintain partnerships with local farm businesses.

The database also contains contact information for schools looking to 
purchase Wisconsin products, so farmers and ranchers can reach out to 
school food service directors directly. 

There are no fees to sign up on the database. To learn more, visit 
https://sites.google.com/dpi.wi.gov/wilfd/home.

A link to the form where farmers can sign up to be a part of the 
database is on the website, as well as a link to the form where school food 
service directors can sign up to be a part of the database.
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WFBF Leadership Institute, Class 14 Report

By Nicole Rabitz, WFBF Leadership Institute Graduate

I'm Nichole Y. Rabitz and I'm proud to be a 
WFBF Leadership Institute graduate of Class 
XIV.

My husband, Chuck, our three daughters and 
I produce maple syrup and hemp products on 
our organic farm. Chuck has served on a Farm 
Bureau board in some capacity since I have 
known him and also is an WFBF Leadership 

Institute graduate.
I knew eventually it was an opportunity I wanted to take advantage of 

to help grow my leadership and public speaking abilities. 
Several of our conferences were canceled from their original plan in the 

beginning; however, we learned the technical skills to meet virtually on a 
platform called Zoom.

We met people not only from our class but also from Farm Bureau, 

Rural Mutual 
Insurance, Washington, 
D.C., and professional 
public speaking 
coaches.

We read books 
together on emotional 
intelligence and 
leadership skills, then 
had discussions. 

Towards the end of 
the year, we eventually 
met in person and continued to learn about policy development at state 
and national levels.

And of course, we mixed in some time to socialize, which was long 
overdue.

I'm very grateful for this experience that Farm Bureau has established.

FFA Farm Forum 2022 Update
By Wes Raddatz, District 7 Coordinator

FFA Farm Forum is a learning and leadership conference open 
to high school students in Wisconsin. On Feb. 18, nearly 200 
students attended the 2022 annual conference in Wisconsin 
Rapids.

The event started out with a welcome from WFBF President, 
Kevin Krentz and the Wisconsin FFA officer team. The keynote 
speaker was Kaitlyn Riley, Wisconsin Beef Council. 

Informational breakout sessions included:
•  ‘Meat’ Your Future in Wisconsin, Kaitlyn Riley, Wisconsin Beef 

Council; and Matt Bayer, master meat crafter.
•  Basics of Risk Management and Why It Matters, Mike North, 

Ever.Ag. 
•  Welcome to Jeopardy: Rural and Agricultural Edition, Melissa 

Ploeckelman, National Children’s Center for Rural and 
Agricultural Health and Safety. 

•  A Day in the Life on a Potato Farm, Mike Leahy, Lynn Leahy 
and Tom Schultz, Heartland Farms, Inc.

FFA members from Gillett (from left): Cole Schaal and Brody Kohls; Lena (from left): Ben Sobeck 
and Mason Sobeck; and Oconto Falls (from left): Matthew Kesler and Ryan Cook were sponsored by 
Rural Mutual Insurance agent Casey Boye.

FFA members from Waupaca (from left): Gage Anderson, Lindsey Montgomery, Verena Bartel and 
Joey Gullixon and Weyauwega-Fremont (from left): Bethany Magdanz and Ava Johnson were  
sponsored by the Waupaca County Farm Bureau.

Ag Day at the Capitol
By Bob Fox, Outagamie County Farm Bureau Legislative and Local Affairs Committee Chair

On Jan. 26, 2022, Mike Salter and I attended Ag Day at the Capitol. 
This is a yearly event for agriculturists from around the state to learn more 
about issues affecting agriculture.

The event started with an issue briefing by a panel made up of Jordan 
Lamb, Karen Gefvert, Bob Welch and Chad Zuleger at the Monona 
Terrace Convention Center in Madison. 

They covered how the issues will affect agriculture in the future. 
A few of the issues covered were, farmer-led nitrate reduction initiatives, 

farmland preservation, truth in labeling bills and a hunting season for 
sandhill cranes.

WFBF President Krentz encouraged farmers to share their stories with 
legislators in their meetings and throughout the year.

From there we walked to the Capitol to meet with State Senator Robert 
Cowles (R-Green Bay), District 2; and a staff member of Representative 
Jim Steineke (R-Kaukauna), 5th Assembly District. 

Farm Bureau members from Brown and Shawano counties joined us. 
Farmer-Led Nitrate Reduction Bill – AB727 / SB677 was signed into 

law by Governor Tony Evers on April 8.

Farm Bureau members discussed issues 
with 6th Assembly District  
Representative Gary Tauchen 
 (R- Bonduel).

On Jan. 26, Farm Bureau members from 
Brown, Outagamie and Shawano  
counties met with Senator Rob Cowles 
and a staff member from Representative 
Jim Steineke’s office during Ag Day at the 
Capitol.
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IGNITE Conference Was Beneficial to Farm Bureau Members
By Jake Hoewisch, Waupaca County Farm Bureau Board Member and YFA District Representative 

On March 25-26, Jen and I attended the IGNITE Conference at the 
Holiday Inn in Stevens Point.

The conference kicked off on Friday with keynote speaker Hank 
Wagner. He had a powerful message about servant leadership. He had five 
steps and take aways:
1. Be thankful for all you have. 
2. Control your thoughts/thinking positive. 
3. Set a vision and goals in all parts of your life.
4. Invest in yourself. 
5. Live a life of legacy.

The remainder of the afternoon we attended breakout sessions 
presented by WFBF staff. This ranged from topics like membership 
training to public relations training and social media. 

We wrapped the night up with dinner and entertainment by the 

Comedy City Improv from Green Bay. They did a great job engaging with 
us and got our staff advisor, Wendy Kannel, up on stage.

Saturday morning kicked off with breakfast and keynote from 
Robin Kinney. She talked about her journey with Farm Bureau and the 
importance of volunteering within a community. 

The remainder of the morning we attended a few more breakout 
sessions put on by the wonderful WFBF staff. They did a great job.

The conference wrapped up with lunch and keynote from Rick 
Metzger. 

He laid out the four rules of success: Drink - from the fountain of 
happiness; Steal - a little time to do an act of kindness; Swear - to live your 
life to the fullest; Lie - down each night and thank God for our freedoms 
and the opportunity to follow our dreams.

The YFA Committee attended the conference and had a committee 
meeting afterwards.

We have many great things planned for the next few months and can't 
wait for the WFBF Annual Meeting and YFA Conference.

Hank Wagner, IGNITE Conference keynote 
speaker.

Bob Fox, Outagamie County, participated 
in a discussion during the Committees 
with Commitment break-out session.

Neil Christianson, Shawano County, took 
in the panel discussion about Creating a 
Working Discussion with Local Leaders.

Ken Matsche, Shawano County, attended 
the break-out session about working with 
volunteers with Minnesota Farm Bureau 
staff member Robin Kinney.

UW Extension Transitioning to Regional Educators 
By Kimberly Schmidt, Shawano UW Extension Agent

The UW-Division of Extension Agriculture Institute is moving to a 
structure of having regional educators across the state. 

Shawano, Oconto, Marinette, Lincoln and Langlade counties 
transitioned to this structure on April 15. 

Regional educators will provide research-based education to dairy and 
crop producers by assessing the needs of farmers across their region and 
designing and delivering educational programming and services to meet 
these needs.

Dairy and crop production are the largest agricultural industries in 
the state and regional educators will offer specific expertise that can serve 
those industries across several counties. 

Regional educators will:
•  Design and deliver educational meetings and field days in the counties 

they represent.
•  Provide consultation on production challenges to farmers and 

agricultural consultants.
•  Contribute to digital outreach opportunities on agricultural topics 

through email, websites and social media.
• Collaborate with other educators and specialists across the state.
• Engage with Extension Committees on progress and planning.

Shawano, Oconto, Marinette, Lincoln and 
Langlade counties will be served by a Regional 
Crops Educator Scott Reuss. Scott has been 
serving in Extension since 1997 in Marinette 
County. 

His focus in programing is in nutrient 
management with additional programing in 
farm management and pest management. 
Contact Scott at scott.reuss@wisc.edu or 
715.701.0966.

Shawano, Oconto and Marinette counties 
will be served by a Regional Dairy Educator 
Kimberly Schmidt. Kimberly joined Extension 
in 2018. She earned a bachelor’s degree from 
UW-Madison with a major in animal science 
and a master’s degree in animal science from the 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville where her 
research focused on the heat stress and protein 
metabolism in lactating cattle. 

Before joining Extension, Kimberly was dairy 
nutritionist. In her role she develops agriculture programming focusing 
on alternative and traditional forage management. Contact Kimberly at 
715.526.6136 or kimberly.schmidt@wisc.edu.
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Langlade County Farm Bureau Board and Their Years of Experience 
By Mary Fronek, Langlade County Farm Bureau Board Member

Growing up in agriculture, I have taken many things in my life for 
granted. It wasn’t until I started working in the agriculture industry that I 
started to fully understand the impact people make.

One should never underestimate the impact you can make on 
someone’s life. There will be a time in your life where you need a 
recommendation or someone to be a role model in your life. The 
agriculture industry has an amazing way of bringing everyone together.

Langlade County Farm Bureau has been one of those connections my 
entire life. Farm Bureau also has been there to support our agriculture 
community by sponsoring Ag in the Classroom events, field trips and 
representation in state and local issues. Farm Bureau is the voice for 
farmers in many circumstances. 

“I hope to welcome the changes the future brings, and it is our duty to 
promote and protect agriculture even more so in this day and age,” said 
Bev Brecklin, chair of Promotion and Education Committee. 

Bev Brecklin has served on the board for 23 years; she has been in 
various positions with her most recent as the chair of the Promotion and 
Education Committee. Bev has been crucial to women’s involvement in 
agriculture. She led the Women’s Committee for several years hosting 
rallies and Spring Flings, all to bring a positive culture and share her 
knowledge of agriculture. Bev also served as Langlade County Farm 
Bureau President. 

I have been a board member for 12 years. By being active in my county 
Farm Bureau, I have been able to build relationships with my fellow 
farmers and it gives me the support to keep farming into the future. 
Growing up my family was and still is actively involved in Farm Bureau 

and I have grown up seeing the opportunities Farm Bureau has to offer.
My involvement has helped me dive deeper into local and state issues 

and be in front of what is up and coming in agriculture. 
Wisconsin has a total of 61 different county Farm Bureaus. Langlade 

County Farm Bureau is made up of some of the best, brightest and most 
passionate people in the industry. Our board, although from diverse 
backgrounds, share the same vision and common values. Our longest 
serving board member has 46 years to our newest board member of one 
year. When our 11 board members sit at the table, we bring more than 
180 years of experience.

This extensive experience is what makes Langlade County Farm Bureau 
an amazing opportunity for everyone. I suggest if you are a beginning 
farmer, new to the industry or seasoned producer, use Langlade County 
Farm Bureau as a network of support. The county board is here to help 
the community through legislative representation, education, public 
relations and leadership development. 

Langlade County Board Current Position  Years on Board
Dale Fronek  Director   46 
Tom Houdek  Vice President  36
Dick Bolen   Director   32
Bev Brecklin Promotion and Education Chair  23
Christy Sveda Schreiber Secretary/Treasurer  13
Mary Fronek  Director   12
Darlene Eckerman  Director   8
Jake Bula   President    8
Joe Markgraf Young Farmer & Agriculturist Chair 5
Roseanne Hoffman  Director    2
Tony Koss   Director    1

Langlade County wfbf.com/about/counties/langlade
LangladeCountyFarmBureau

Ag Careers with Kyle Much, Waupaca County
By Rachel Gerbitz, WFBF Director of Sustainability 
Communications and Partnerships

Agriculture-related careers represent 
11% of Wisconsin’s workforce – that’s 
nearly 1 in 9 Wisconsin jobs involved in 
agriculture. Sustainability matters from 
the farmer’s gate to the consumer’s plate. 

Crop consultants offer advice to 
farmers about crops, fertilizer, manure 
application and more. They support 
sustainability by promoting best 
management practices to efficiently use 
inputs for the best outcomes. 
Name: Kyle Much 
Hometown/County: Larsen, Waupaca 
County
Job Title: Owner of Much Crop 
Consulting, Inc. 
Summary of job description: I work 
with area dairy, beef and grain farmers in 
northeast Wisconsin providing scouting 
and writing nutrient management plans. 
I give recommendations for spreading 

manure and 
fertilizer based off 
of soil tests I take 
for the farmer. The 
crops I work with 
are: Alfalfa, corn, 
soybeans, wheat, 
oats, sorghum 
and barley. I meet 
with clients in the winter to plan for 
the upcoming crop year. Together, we 
figure out what to plant in each field 
and where best to spread the manure on 
the farm. Once plants emerge, scouting 
occurs weekly to look for weeds, insects 
and diseases to control during the 
crop growing season. Based off what is 
observed, I give recommendations for 
which herbicide, insecticide and fungicide 
to use. I want my clients to succeed with 
growing the best crops possible while 
also being environmentally sustainable to 
allow the farm to be passed on to the next 
generation.



wfbf.com/about/counties6

Langlade County wfbf.com/about/counties/langlade
LangladeCountyFarmBureau

President's Report
Jake Bula
Langlade County Farm Bureau President 

Greetings Farm Bureau members, 
as I am writing this it seems as winter 
is not going to end anytime soon. All 
we can do is look forward and plan for 

the better days. As we look to the future there are a few major 
events for us on the local level including the Breakfast on the 
Farm and Music in the Park. I personally am looking forward 
to being at these events to meet and talk with you the members. 

As I mentioned in my last report, we as a county Farm 
Bureau are working to establish a working relationship with 
Langlade County 4-H. We are still working on this as we await 
a new 4-H agent for the county. 

Hopefully as you are reading this, things are in full swing out 
in the fields and spring is running on all cylinders.

Breakfast on the Farm Support
By Dick Bolen, Langlade County Farm Bureau Membership Chair

 The Langlade County Farm Bureau will 
be involved in several events this coming 
spring and summer. 

One of those will be the Langlade 
County Breakfast on the Farm. This will 
take place on Saturday, June 18, on 
the Schuessler Dairy Farm. They will be 
serving scrambled eggs, sausage, cinnamon 
bread, hash browns, cheese and ice cream. 
Milk, coffee, juice and water will be 
available. Serving will start at 8 a.m.

Langlade County Farm Bureau will have a display at the event and is planning 
for some fun and educational things for kids. Planning is still in progress, but one 
of the things in the plan will be the My American Farm video games kiosk that 
we’ve had available in previous years.

Music in the Park Fundraiser and Beef Promotion
By Dick Bolen, Langlade County Farm Bureau Membership Chair

Save the date of Aug. 4 for another 
special event, Music in the Park.

Langlade County Farm Bureau will 
serve a barbecue plate, pie and ice 
cream, soda and water.

The band will be Dig Deep. Come 
for good food, music and fun. The 
serving starts at 5:30 p.m. and the 
band starts at 6 p.m. 

We are looking forward to having 
you come and help support these 
events.

Folks enjoyed the food provided by Langlade 
County Farm Bureau at the 2021  
Music in the Park.

Langlade County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Committee Report
By Bev Brecklin, Langlade County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Chair

Let's welcome spring again and I hope this finds everyone well and 
doing the best they can amidst the past two years of COVID-19, inflation 
and war in Ukraine.

I'm hoping to do another beef promotion sometime this summer in the 
Antigo area and as a board, we are scheduled to host the Music in the Park 
on Aug. 4 serving BBQs, which will be an added beef promotion. 

I will be getting in touch with the Wisconsin Beef Council located 
in Verona, and try to apply for some grant money to help with our beef 
promotions.

The Wisconsin Beef Council is a producer-directed not for profit 
organization funded by the $1 per head assessment on all cattle sold in 
Wisconsin per the Federal Beef Promotion and Research Act and Order.

We know it as the beef check-off. Half of every dollar remains in 
Wisconsin for beef promotion, while the other half is forwarded to the 
Cattlemen's Beef Board.

The purpose of the council is to fund beef promotion, research and 
consumer education activities supporting Wisconsin's $21 billion beef 
industry. The Wisconsin Beef Council operates under the guidance of its 
board of directors. 

As I write this, the 
price is pretty good for 
farmers, but we have to 
keep in mind that the 
consumer sometimes 
doesn't realize what 
the inputs cost. Then, 
there are the grocery 
stores that give shoppers 
sticker shock. So, now 
more than ever, it is 
very important that we 
keep on promoting beef 
because of inflation in 
every category. We pay 
high prices for so much 
stuff that we may not even 
enjoy, so we may as well have some good beef to eat.

Anyway, I wish you a good and safe spring and summer. Keep an eye 
out for the Langlade County Farm Bureau at events. 

Until next time.

Bev Brecklin, right, at the 2021 beef promotion.
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President’s Report
Emily Cudnohosky 
Marinette County Farm Bureau President

Happy spring from Marinette County. As we’re amping up for one of the 
busiest times of our year, we’re grateful for the chance to participate in events 
over the winter and even more grateful to plan and carry out activities in the 
coming months. 

Over the winter, existing and prospective members of the YFA had a blast 
attending the annual District 7 Gamblers game event. Attendees from our 

county loved getting the chance to watch the game and network afterward while enjoying pizza. 
In the coming months, you will find members of our county participating in events including: 

volunteering at the Coleman FFA’s AgVenture Day, working at the Marinette County Breakfast on 
the Farm hosted by Finger Farms, scooping ice cream at our stand at the Marinette County Fair, and 
organizing our annual YFA event. See our board members’ articles for additional information and 
volunteer opportunities. Additionally, there has been a new and exciting development on our board. I 
want to welcome and congratulate our newest board member, Shane Giese. We’re excited to see what 
ideas and talents Shane can bring to our county. 

As we enter spring and summer, keep your eyes peeled for upcoming dates and activities for 
Marinette County through our correspondence and Facebook page (give it a ‘like’). We cannot wait 
to see you and yours.

Marinette Fair Food Stand 
By Cindi Wautier, Fair Stand Committee Chair

Here's the 
scoop. We 
NEED your 
help during the 
county fair in 
the Marinette 
County Farm 
Bureau stand 
scooping ice 
cream. 

Volunteer by 
messaging us at 
our Facebook 
page: Marinette County Farm Bureau or 
wautier@coleman.k12.wi.us.

The county fair is in Wausaukee on Aug. 
25-28. 

Any help is greatly appreciated.

Marinette Breakfast on the Farm Scheduled for June 26
By Corey Kuchta, Marinette County Breakfast on the Farm Chair

The 2022 Marinette County Breakfast on the Farm will be held from 
7:30 a.m. to 12 noon on Sunday, June 26, at the Finger Family Farm, 
8831 Old 41 Road, Oconto. The farm is owned and operated by Jack and 
Nancy Finger along with Phil and Laura Finger and their children, Alana 
21, PJ 12, Alisa 11 and Alivia 8.

Along with several great employees, they milk 520 cows and raise all of 
their young stock and feed. The farm is a fifth generation farm, started in 
1872. The Finger family looks forward to welcoming you to their farm.

There will be a 7 a.m. church service on site. Breakfast will include 
pancakes, eggs, sausages, cheese curds, maple syrup, applesauce, milk, 
juice, coffee and free ice cream sundaes for everyone.

 There will be a petting zoo, Moo-Mania comedy show, face painting, 

balloons, kids' bouncy play area, viewing of the barns and cattle, hay 
wagon rides from one farm to another and music.

For more information, please 'like' the Marinette County Dairy 
Promotions on Facebook.

Students learned about the different 
types of corn and its many uses.

Wood products and forestry were 
explained in one of the topic areas.

The kids learned the many uses of sheep 
wool and alpaca fleece.

The petting zoo was another great  
learning experience for students.

AgVenture Day 2022 Was a Success 
By Cindi Wautier, Coleman FFA Advisor

On April 21, Marinette County Farm Bureau in cohorts with Coleman 
FFA put on their eighth annual Ag Venture Day in Coleman. 

Twenty-four FFA members educated Coleman students from pre-K to 
fifth grade on specialized ag topics and had the fan-favorite petting zoo. 

The topics were corn production, dog training and care, fiber 

production from sheep and alpaca, forest products, tractor safety and a 
petting zoo. 

The petting zoo consisted of a calf, piglet, two rabbits and two fainting 
goats. 

Students of all ages enjoyed the sunny day learning about agriculture 
and its wide range of applications.

We can't wait to educate about agriculture again next year.
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President's Report
Dennis Jahnke
Oconto County Farm Bureau 
President

Ain’t Wisconsin 
grand. 15 degrees 
below normal and even 
the daffodils are afraid 

to come out. We are not alone though. My sister 
lives in Oregon and they had 75 two weeks ago 
and it froze three days ago. At least we missed 

the three foot April snow storm this year. My 
cash crop neighbor had corn in April 10 a couple 
of years ago. Mother Nature is full of surprises.

I took a vacation to Seattle area to visit family. 
If you think real estate is high here, are you in 
for a surprise. At least twice if not three times the 
cost for a comparable home in Wisconsin. Also, 
drinks are triple in a restaurant. Makes for a real 
sober night out.

I saw an article in Time magazine yesterday. 
A company called Perfect Day is making milk 

products in the laboratory. Results in fewer 
emissions than traditional dairy farming. 
Companies like Starbucks and GM are making 
cream cheese, ice cream and cake mixes with this 
product. Dairy is being assaulted from many 
angles making promotion even more important. 

Well folks, I’m here in Oconto County 
awaiting spring (looking at two inches of snow) 
with my seeds ready to go. I mean garden seeds 
as I am retired, now. 

Good luck to the rest of you.

Information Sought on Oconto County Century Farms
By Ken Harter, Oconto County Farm Bureau  Vice President

Joan Denis recently retired as director of the 
Oconto Falls Community Library. She was 
born and raised on a farm in the county and in 
her retirement and has always been interested 
in preserving and documenting local history. 

Her current project is to locate and update 
information on Oconto County farms or 
homes registered as Century Farms and 
Homes. Joan has received from the State Fair a 
listing of 109 Oconto County farms registered 
as Century Farms. Many of those farms are no 
longer family owned or have been absorbed 
or sold outside of the family, and addresses 
prior to 1985 were route numbers like R 1 
Lena and are difficult to locate. She is looking 
to document registered farm locations and 
current owners or family of the owners at the 
time it was recognized.

She is seeking help in locating and updating 

the information on as many local Century 
Farms as possible. She is developing a Century 
Farm display that will be used at Breakfast on 
the Farm, the County Fair and other venues to 
celebrate the agricultural history of the county.

Those who may have changed information 
on their family’s farm ownership or the 
history of farms in their neighborhood can 
contact Joan at jm-denis@hotmail.com or 
920.321.402. Information needed are name 
changes in ownership or address, and if the 
farm or home is still in the family. Local 
farms that meet the criteria but have not yet 
been recognized can contact the Wisconsin 
State Fair Century or Sesquicentennial Farm 
and Home Program, 640 S. 84th Street, West 
Allis, WI 53214 or to request an application, 
contact Jill Albanese, Director of Competitive 
Exhibits, at 414.777.0580 or pick up one from 
the Oconto Falls Library. The next deadline for 
applications is March 1, 2023.

Ag in the Classroom Report 
By David Schneider, Oconto County Farm Bureau Ag in the 
Classroom Chair

I shared the Ag in the 
Classroom book of the 
year, "Popcorn Country: A 
Story of America's Favorite 
Snack' by Cris Peterson to 46 
fourth-grade students in three 
different classes in the Howard-Suamico School 
District.

We covered the Ag in the Classroom 
Agricultural Facts for Wisconsin pamphlets, and 
they received a copy and took it home to their 
parents or caregivers to read. 

We ate some popcorn produced from a 
Wisconsin producer, Valley Pop Popcorn out of 
Neenah. 

They enjoyed learning about Wisconsin 
agricultural products and about the Wisconsin 
Farm Facts in the brochure.

Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest 
By Bill Kempka, Marinette County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom Chair

Congratulations Alissa Finger from St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy for her winning essay researching 
the Ag in the Classroom book of the year, "Popcorn 
Country: The Story of America's Favorite Snack" by 
Cris Peterson. Her essay was selected by the Marinette 
County Farm Bureau board as the best from a field of 44 
entries from two schools in the county.

Wisconsin Ag in the Classroom offers an annual essay 
contest for fourth- and fifth-grade students. Each year 
the topic has specific lesson plans, activities and other 
resources that teachers, volunteers and homeschool 
parents can use to teach about Wisconsin agriculture.

Essay submissions must be 100- to 300-words in 
length and will be judged on content, grammar, spelling 
and neatness.

Popcorn Country

As you know, many people love popcorn. You can put many toppings and sweeteners 
on popcorn, or you can just eat the deliciousness plain! Each year, Americans eat four 
and half billion gallons of tasty popcorn. Most popcorn comes from the land from Ohio 
to Nebraska called the Corn Belt. More than ninety million acres of sweet corn, dent 
corn also know as field corn, popcorn, and flint corn are planted, grown and harvested 
there. Only about one hundred million pounds of that corn is popcorn thought. In 2016 
Wisconsin produced 573 million bushels of popcorn! That same year, Wisconsin also 
ranked 8th for all corn production. About four months after planted, it is harvest. The 
machine that harvest the kernels are called combines. They separate the ear of corn from 
the stalk. Then the kernels go into a grain tank where they are dried or conditioned. 
After that, the kernels go on a conveyor to a room where the processing takes place. There 
it shakes out broken kernels and cob pieces. Next, it travels to a shaking gravity table 
where fans cause the kernels to bounce! Only just the right kernels ‘make it. Finally, 
the popcorn is tested to see if the popcorn has the perfect moisture to pop. If the moisture 
is right, Pop, Pop,Pop! After the popcorn passes the ‘pop’ test, it is packaged into bags to 
serve people a delicious snack all over the nation, including Wisconsin!

1. Did you know that there are about 1,600 kernels in one cup of unpopped popcorn?
2. Popcorn has the smallest ear or cob of all corn.
3. Popcorn was invented about 5,000 years ago.

Oconto County wfbf.com/about/counties/oconto
OcontoCountyFarmBureau
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Outagamie County
A Message From The President

Mike Salter
Outagamie County Farm Bureau 
President

As I’m preparing this 
report in mid-April when 
it’s cold and rainy and 
high winds, we hope 
spring is just around the 
corner. 

This past winter I attended the WFBF Annual 
Meeting and Ag Day at the Capitol. Ag Day at 
the Capitol is one of the most important events 
to attend, for we get a chance to visit with our 
assembly representative and senator and go over 
politics and legislation that is affecting us as farmers.

We can keep following up on the legislative 
efforts we talked about at Ag Day at the Capitol 
with the weekly e-newsletter called Policy Pulse that 
is sent from WFBF office in Madison. Policy Pulse 
informs us of accomplishments or what is pending 
that we should be watching.

The WFBF government relations staff is watching 
a pipeline in northern Wisconsin for passage 
and also watching a bill in the U.S. House of 
Representatives that bans mink from being sold or 
transported for commercial use.

Shawano Plat Books are a Great Father’s Day Gift
By Ken Matyas, Shawano County Farm Bureau Plat Book Committee Chair

Are you looking for the perfect Father’s Day Gift for 
the Dad who has everything and wants nothing?

Why not give him a copy of the 2022 Shawano 
County Plat Book. 

Not only will you be giving him something he can 
use, but with your purchase, are helping the Shawano 

County Farm Bureau support agriculture related 
activities and agricultural education throughout 
Shawano County.

The cost of the 2022 Plat Book is only $40, and 
can be picked up locally at Premiere Banks, Kropf ’s 
Market of Bowler, the South Forty in Shawano and the 
Shawano County Treasurer’s Office.

Thank You for your support.

Adventures in Dairyland Report
By Kelly Oudenhoven, Outagamie County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom Coordinator

 The Adventures in Dairyland Program was a huge success in 2022. There were 1,566 
students in 23 schools who participated in the highly anticipated program. The Adventures in 
Dairyland Program is designed for fourth-grade students in Outagamie County to teach them 
about the dairy industry and how milk comes from the cow and the process it goes through 
to get to their table. It is a six-week program, with one week being a field trip to a local dairy 
farm where kids experience everything that they have been learning about. The program is 
either taught by their classroom teacher or a volunteer instructor. 

Many thanks to our seven volunteer instructors and our seven host farmers for opening up 
their schedules and farms to make this successful.

Sign Up to Help at Breakfast on the Farm
By Kelly Oudenhoven, Outagamie County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Chair 

The Outagamie County Breakfast on the Farm will be held in person after taking a two-
year hiatus due to COVID.

We are so excited to invite you to the Van Rossum Dairy Farm, W134 County Road 
UU, near Kaukauna, to celebrate the 34th annual Breakfast on the Farm. Attendees will 
enjoy a hearty breakfast that includes an egg omelet with ham and cheese, hashbrowns, 
breakfast ham, cheese from local processors and a cinnamon roll. Culvers' also will be 
handing out delicious custard. 

Of course, we can't have a successful event without volunteers. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact me at 920.378.4744 or sign up at 
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0E48ACAC22A5FD0-outagamie. 

For more information regarding tickets or the event, visit 
Outagamiecountydairypromotion.com. Hope to see you there.

Centennial Farm Recognition 
By Mike Salter, Outagamie County Farm Bureau President

The Outagamie County Fair and the Outagamie 
County Farm Bureau recognize the county’s new 
Centennial Farms on Sunday afternoon during the fair.

At the awards we recognize the farm family, and it 
receives a yard sign with its farm name on it. This is 
open to anyone in the county. 

To apply for the recognition, you need to fill out a 
form that states when the farm was first in the family. 
The form is available on the Outagamie County Fair 
website, or contact me at 920.840.0654. I do have 
copies that I can mail to you or answer any questions 
you may have.

Octoberfest Cream Puff Booth Report 
By Bernie Vander Heiden, Octoberfest Booth Chair

Outagamie County Farm Bureau is accepted to have a booth for Octoberfest to sell 
cream puffs and coffee on Sept. 24 so mark your calendar to come take some time to enjoy 
Octoberfest, and also to help Outagamie Farm Bureau with the cream puff making. We 
will need workers starting at 6 a.m. to help set up the tent and work area so we can start to 
whip cream and have some cream puffs ready for sale by 8:30 a.m. At that time we need 
workers to help sell, whip cream and fill puffs. Please contact me at 920.766.9377 (call or 
text) or bernardvanderheiden@gmail.com to arrange some time to help in the booth at your 
convenience.

This is our fundraiser for the year, so we need members to volunteer to work. The money 
raised is used to support 4-H, FFA, Adventures in Dairyland and other programs important 
to agriculture in the county.

Shawano County wfbf.com/about/counties/shawano
ShawanoCountyFarmBureau
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President’s Report
Neil Christianson
Shawano County Farm Bureau President

Happy spring. I think I speak for everyone 
when I say that we are excited for the planting 
season to get underway. 

In February, I attended Ag Day at the Capitol 
and talked with our legislators about proposed 
bills to be voted on. 

In March, Ken Matsche and I attended 
the IGNITE Conference in Stevens Point. During the conference we 
listened to many breakout sessions from policy development to member 
engagement. 

At board meetings, we have addressed our annual membership drive. 
Our Brunch Committee is in full swing planning the brunch. More 

details to follow in this newsletter. 
We are looking to see if there is interest in starting a watershed project 

in Shawano County, please contact me or a board member if interested. 
Now, it's time to pick on my Norwegian heritage.
Ole and Sven went fishing one summer and decided to rent a boat 

from the resort instead of fishing from the shore. They rowed out a ways 
and started to fish. They caught one fish after the other. Ole says to Sven, 
"I wish we could mark this spot. It’s the best fishing I've seen since I was 
a boy." Sven replied, "I got some chalk in my tackle box, so why don't I 
put an X right here on the bottom of the boat?" Ole laughed, "You goofy 
brother of mine. What if we don't rent the same boat next time."

Shawano County Brunch on the Farm Report 
By Abby Van De Ven, Brunch on the Farm Publicity Chair

Shawano County Brunch on the Farm is in full planning for 2022. 
The Shawano County Farm Bureau is excited to reveal that Brunch on 

the Farm will be hosted by David, Connie, Jacob and Erin Viergutz of 
Triple D Dairy LLC on Sunday June 26. The event will be a traditional, 
in-person event with opportunities for guests to see a modern dairy farm 
and have a morning of family fun.

Christa Hoffman, Brunch on the Farm Chair stated, “We are excited 
to have this annual event that invites the public out to a dairy farm and 
show them where their dairy products are produced. It is an excellent 
opportunity to join in on all the activities and fun we will offer.”

The brunch will have a hearty breakfast, ice cream, cows and many 
activities for family fun and socialization. Join us for the morning to 
experience this family dairy farm.

Brunch on the Farm typically draws a crowd of 4,000 people during the 

course of four hours. The event is from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the 
last Sunday in June.

For more details, follow the Shawano County Farm Bureau and the 
Shawano County Brunch on the Farm event page on Facebook.

Triple D Dairy, LLC is a 500-cow dairy, located outside of Clintonville. 
It is owned and operated by the Viergutz family.

Promotion and Education Tour
By Ken Matsche, Shawano County Farm Bureau Promotion and Education Chair

The newly formed Shawano County Farm Bureau 
Promotion and Education program sponsored a tour of 
the new Agriculture Education Building at Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School.

The Farm Bureau, in conjunction with the Witt-Birn 
FFA and Shawano County Ag Ambassadors, opened the 
doors of the facility for people to take tours and see the 
facility firsthand.

Students were positioned throughout the building 
pointing out different aspects of the building and the 
activities that were taking place.

Attendees were able to tour the classrooms, greenhouse, 
hydroponic and aquaponic areas. The highlight of the 
tours was being able to go into the large animal area. 
Currently home to five steers, seven pigs and six piglets, 
everybody was able to see how the students interact with 
the animals and how they are used every day through 
hands on learning.

Thank you to Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School, 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA and the Shawano County 
Ag Ambassadors for helping pull off a successful event.

FFA Member’s Ag in the Classroom Project
By Mary Lewandowski, Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA

As an agricultural education project through 
FFA, I wrote a children's book, "The Life of 
a Wisconsin Dairy Farm Girl," which focuses 
on my family's dairy farm and I created a 
presentation to educate first through fourth-grade 
students. The book includes pictures from my 
farm that demonstrate the realities of small dairy 
farms. 

I’ve been honored to present my story in 
five elementary schools, reaching 500 students. 
During my 30-minute presentation, I read my 
book and display samples of cow feed and grain. 
After the story, we play a game called, 'Name that 
Farm Tune” where I play farm-related tunes on 
my trumpet and the students guess the song. Through this activity, I represent myself 
as a member in the Wisconsin State FFA Honors Band and National FFA Band. 

Afterwards, the students complete a worksheet recapping what they learned from 
my presentation. At the end, the children are given freebies such as drawstring bags, 
pencils and ag fact brochures that were donated from local agricultural businesses. 

Through a grant awarded from the Shawano County Farm Bureau, I printed a 
second edition of my story to share with more students in Shawano County. 
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Ag in the Classroom Essay Contest 
By Ken Matsche, Shawano County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom Co-chair

This year, 55 Shawano County fourth-and fifth-
grade students completed the essays for the Ag in the 
Classroom essay contest.

The theme was, 'What’s popping in Wisconsin' 
and encouraged participants to look at corn and its 
significance to Wisconsin. Participants were encouraged 
to find creative ways to tie corn to other areas of 
Wisconsin agriculture.

Congratulations to the Shawano County winner 
Sawyer Kropf.

Corn
Do you see cows? I see cows all the time on my grandparent’s farm and you know 

what they say… where there’s cows there’s corn! In fact, Wisconsin is one of the top 
corn producing states.

As one of the top corn producing states Wisconsin farmers grow 2.97 million 
acres of corn. This corn is used for dry corn for primarily ethanol and animal feed, 
sweet corn for human consumption and silage for cattle.

Wisconsin farmers harvest one million acres of corn each year as silage for their 
cattle. Silage is the corn plant chopped up and fermented for animal feed. Wisconsin 
is the top corn silage producer making twice as much as second place California. 
Today cows eat fifty to seventy pounds of silage per day and it is the main 
contributor of fiber in their diet. 

In conclusion corn is an important part of Wisconsin and its economy. Next time I 
visit my grandparents farm I’ll not only notice the cows, but also the corn around me.

Ag in the Classroom Report
By Kari Riley, Waupaca County Farm Bureau Ag in the Classroom Chair

This year, we received 128 essay contest entries from the New 
London School District. It was a challenge to find the winner in 
those wonderful entries. The final selection for the county winner 
is Sylvia Spear, a fifth-grade student at New London Middle 
School in Mrs. Aleah Friemark’s class. 

As a special thank you, the classes that participated received ice 
cream treats, and in keeping with the theme of the book of the 
year, "Popcorn Country: A Story of America's Favorite Snack" by 
Cris Peterson, Waupaca County Farm Bureau provided popcorn 
treats to the winner and runners up in the county essay contest.

Sylvia’s winning essay:

Why Is Corn So Important to Wisconsin’s Economy?
Without corn, we wouldn’t have delicious popcorn to eat at 

the theater. We wouldn’t have corn to feed our livestock. We 
wouldn’t have corn to eat for our dinner. Corn is much more 
important than you think.

Corn is grown in the corn belt, which includes the states 
of Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, etc.

There are 4 kinds of corn. Flint corn, typically used as 
decoration, popcorn, the favorite movie snack, dent corn, 
used in animal feed, and, last but not least, sweet corn, the 
cooked corn to have for dinner.

Actually, corn is used in inedible products, too. Only 
40% of corn is eaten, and 60% is put into products. Things 
like makeup, batteries, etc., they all have corn.

Popcorn has a lot more to it than you think. If you think 
about it, you’ll wonder, why does popcorn pop? Well, it is 
dried to have a certain amount of moisture inside it. When 
it gets to the right temperature, the bit of moisture will 
evaporate inside it, and to escape the corn kernel, it explodes 
to get out.

Did you know the USA supplies almost all of the world’s 
corn? Between 2019 and 2020 the USA has made 346 
metric tons of corn! Since the corn belt is in the USA, of 
course the USA makes the most corn, and the best corn, too.

Did you know in 2021, Wisconsin made 
516,780,000,000 bushels of corn? And believe it or not, 
other states make even more. In 2021, South Dakota made 
729,000,000,000 bushels of corn!

Before you read this, I bet you didn’t think much of corn. 
Now you realize corn is an amazing thing not to take for 
granted. I hope you learned something from this!

Waupaca County wfbf.com/about/counties/waupaca
WaupacaCountyFarmBureau

DAIRY

Scan me!

Local Cheese Donated to Food Pantries
By Arnold Heise, Waupaca County Farm Bureau Board

 Last December, the Waupaca 
County Farm Bureau delivered 
about 175 pounds of cheese 
to food pantries in New 
London, Weyauwega, Marion, 
Clintonville, Scandinavia and 
Manawa. 

The deliveries were made 
possible through the efforts of the Farm Bureau and matching donations from 
Weyauwega Star Dairy and Dupont Cheese of Marion.
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We Support Wisconsin Farmers

For the sixth year in a row, we are rewarding our farm policyholders for their 
commitment to Wisconsin agriculture through our Farm Dividend Program. 

Learn how you may qualify for up to a 5% dividend at RuralMutual.com/farmdividend

$2.5 MILLION TO BE
PAID OUT IN 2022


